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Duraiswamy ’20 Delivers Valedictory Address
Ashley DurAiswAmy ’20

Valedictorian Ashley Duraiswamy delivered her Valedictory address.

Excerpt From
Baccalaureate

Speech

John Prine, who died [from the] coro-
navirus a couple of months ago, was a raspy 
voiced singer songwriter whose cynical bar 
lyrics conjured late night loneliness, unsat-
isfied yearning and the private tragedies of 
ordinary people...And yet, in the most 
unlikely context, with a sympathetic turn 
of phrase, he betrays a profound affection 
for humanity, especially in our most bro-
ken down in perfect state...There is simple 
beauty in our lives, and there can be love...

My father was a gentle, kind soul, and 
he believed love was very much the point 
of it all...And yet I do believe as my father 
did, that humans possess a special capacity 
to love, to love deeply, to love passionately, 
to love platonically, to love desperately, to 
love in so many different ways. This, I be-
lieve, is distinctly human. And our ability 
to love carries with it great complexity.

The world at times seems composed of 
forces and counter forces: good and evil, 
Heaven and Hell, life and death. We ex-
perience and conceive of one in relation 
to its opposite, like Yin and Yang. Pre-
cisely because we have the capacity to love 
something or someone profoundly, we also 
experience grief and loss in powerful ways 
because we can lose what we treasure...

We find throughout philosophy, lit-
erature and art, endless depictions of love 
tributes to love quandaries inspired by 
love. Plato’s dialogues on the nature of 
love in The Symposium explore physical 
attraction and procreation, chronic af-
fection and various other idealized forms 
of human connection. It is love [which] 
empties us of the spirit of estrangement 
and fills us with the spirit of kinship…

Let me bring this back to all of you, the 
graduating class of 2020. There has nev-
er been a harder time to love the world. 
Chris Eisgruber, president of Princeton, 
says of the current pandemic, “This will 
number among American history’s great-
est upheavals.” Indeed, it is an imperfect 
world full of turns and deceptions, disap-
pointment, and loss. You have lost your 
senior spring and your graduation, at least 
for now. You may have lost loved ones in 
recent months. We will certainly experi-
ence more of this before we come out 
the other side. But hear me on this. Love 
makes this messy life worth living, worth 
persisting…

Our current troubles are far from over, 
but there are positive glimmers on the 
horizon. And you have love--the love of 
friends, the love of family, the love of your 
school, the Love that awaits you out in the 
world. So there’s always reason to hope. 
We will find a way out of this. To the class 
of 2020: seek love in this world. You will 
find it, and once found, you will have it 
always. 

Thank you very much.

Reflecting on House 
and Harkness

Kelsey McAlister ’20 and 
other members of the V 
Form reflect on their ex-
periences at Lawrenceville 
and what they have learned 
during their time here.
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Spring Sports Cap-
tains Give Farewell

 
V Form Spring Varsity 
Sports captains reflect on 
the spring term apart from 
their team while sharing  
final thoughts and messages.
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I’d like to begin the speech by 
saying “Hi, everyone.” Now, if this 
were a two word speech, I’d almost be 
content to stop there. I never realized 
how much I missed saying hi to you 
all until I sat down, started writing 
the speech, and realized I had to say 
goodbye instead. Under ordinary 
circumstances, this is the moment 
when I gaze out at all your faces and 
wonder how many of you would be 
asleep by the time I’ve finished the 
speech. Luckily, I don’t have to worry 
about that. You’re all free to turn the 
next seven to eight minutes into a 
well-earned nap, and I’ll be none the 
wiser. To those of you who choose 
to stick with me though, let me take 
you back to March 13th, the last day 
to travel to the U.S. from mainland 
Europe. I was traveling—Let’s ignore 
my lack of foresight for now.

We were taxiing to the terminal, 
wedged between passengers who 
kept dousing their tray tables with 
hand sanitizer and glancing around 
furtively every time somebody 
sneezed. That was when my dad read 
Headmaster Murray’s email and told 
me we would not be coming back to 
Lawrenceville in the spring. I don’t 
know where you were when you heard 
that, or how you felt. I hardly knew 
how I felt. I just remember thinking: 
This couldn’t happen. 

We often talk about Lawrenceville 
as a bubble, but I have always thought 
of Lawrenceville as a fortress. The 
world could bang on our iron-clad 
front doors, and we could choose 
what we wanted to let in. We’d let in 
what we could deal with, and keep out 
what we couldn’t. Despite everything 
I knew about what was going on, I 
still knew our campus would be there, 
waiting for us when we came back in 
the spring.

As you know, things didn’t quite 
work out that way. Spring Term 
came and found me sitting in this 
room, staring at the Zoom link for 
my first virtual class. I had no idea 
what to expect. Considering the 
number of times I managed to ac-
cidentally mute myself over the next 
three hours, my fears were somewhat 
justified. In all seriousness though, I 
couldn’t help wondering, “Is this really 
Lawrenceville?” To me, Lawrenceville 
was the Circle, the Crescent, the class-
rooms, the walkways, the greens of the 
grass and the reds of the buildings, the 
lamp posts that glowed in the dark 
and lit your way back to the House. If 
there’s one thing harder than saying 
goodbye, it’s not getting the chance 
to say goodbye. If I had to guess, I’d 
say you probably miss our campus 
every bit as much as I do.

I wish I could point to a moment 
in the next three weeks and say, “And 
that’s when I had an epiphany!” But 
that’s not how it worked. It was just 
morning after morning of watching 
many of your faces pop up on my 
screen. Morning after morning of 
thinking “This wouldn’t work,” but 
watching you make it work any-
ways. You’ve shown me that every 
organization, every company, every 
government, and every school is just 
people—a group of people, and ev-
erything they’re brilliant and daring 
enough to create. This seems obvious, 
but it wouldn’t be the first time I’d 
forgotten that. 

I wonder how many of you remem-
ber the blizzard that paid us a visit in 
the fall of 2018. Given that it made 
me 20 minutes late to my chemistry 
final, I’m unlikely to forget in a hurry. 
As I dashed out of my car, my mom 
told me to breathe. I thought this was 
unnecessary advice until I skidded to a 
halt in front of the exam room, which 
had been about as ridiculously difficult 
to find as all the rooms in the Math 
and Science building, and started to 
hyperventilate. I could see Ms. Calvert 
staring at me from inside the exam 
room. I hyperventilated some more, 
and then she came out to me. I ex-
plained what had happened, and with 
one of the gentlest expressions I’ve 
ever seen, she told me to calm down. 
It was all right, she said. She would 
give me time to catch my breath. She 
would give me the full two hours to 
take the exam. Since then, no final has 

managed to scare me quite as much, 
because I know there’s a person on the 
other side of that test—a person who 
has taught me, a person who knows 
me, a person who would rather see 
me succeed than fail.

Lawrenceville works. Not just be-
cause it’s a group of people who share 
a purpose, but because it’s a group of 
people who want to see each other 
succeed. I’ve known people who cheer 
so loudly at games that they routinely 
lose their voices. People who whisper 
“Break a leg!” as they slip past each 
other backstage. I’ve seen an entire 
IBES class converge around Jeffrey 
Tao’s desk when he agreed to show 
us his sketchbook. I watched Reid 
Mario hold doors open for hordes of 
students making a beeline for Irwin. 
At risk of embarrassing more people, 
I better stop there. Still, I will say this 
to my wonderful Class of 2020: Each 
and every one of you has my heartfelt 
admiration and congratulations, not 
just because you’ve made it to this 
point, but because you’ve brought the 
rest of us along with you. I’m willing 
to bet that there’s at least one other 
person graduating today whose time 
at Lawrenceville would have felt 
empty without you in it.

Now you may be thinking, 
“Where’s that list of thank you’s 
that invariably accompanies these 
speeches? Don’t worry, what I’m 
saying doesn’t just apply to the Class 
of 2020. If you’re watching this, you 
have all the thanks I can send you 
through a prerecorded video. Thank 

Twenty-One Tips 
for the Class of  ’21

Class of 2020 Aurelian 
Speaker Andrew Tokarski 
’20 shares twenty-one 
pieces of advice with the 
rising V Formers.
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you faculty, staff, Housemasters, duty 
masters, advisors, coaches, directors, 
counselors, mentors, shoulders to 
cry on. If you’re thinking this sounds 
redundant, it’s only because you’ve 
played so many roles in our lives, 
more than I can list here. Thank you 
freshmen. Thank you sophomores. 
Thank you juniors. And of course, 
thank you parents and family. In a 
way, you’re every bit the Lawrentians 
we are. Because Lawrenceville—it’s 
not a fortress, or even just a campus. 
It’s a group of people who believe in 
each other and in the School more 
than we believe in ourselves. 

Now, I labor under no delusions 
that you’ll remember the speech four 
years down the road. I doubt I will 
remember how to recite the speech 
four years down the road. No, this 
speech is for right now. It’s for a 
moment when you might be feeling 
like you’re just one person sitting 
in a house, staring at a screen. So if 
you’re feeling cut off right now, just 
remember what Mr. Brownlow once 
said to Oliver Twist: “You will not be 
friendless while I live.” Members of 
the Class of 2020, we will never, even 
in our most melodramatic moments, 
be able to honestly call ourselves 
friendless. Because somewhere, there 
will be a teacher, coach, friend, some-
one you kept in touch with, someone 
you didn’t, who—if they knew what 
you were going through—would want 
you to succeed, would tell you that 
you can succeed. And would know 
that invariably, you will. 
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Perception of Leadership Positions

Corrections
Readers who notice errors should contact the Managing Editor at emorais21@lawrenceville.org.

As the school year comes to 
an end and board applica-
tions for different clubs are 

filing in one by one, many sopho-
mores and juniors scramble to etch 
their names in different groups here 
and there. Part of this desire to ob-
tain board positions may come from 
peer pressure, as those around us al-
ways seem to be doing more than 
we are doing. It may also stem from 
our eagerness to pad up our re-
sumés ahead of college applications. 
Nonetheless, some of us see these 
platforms as the primary way to 
seismically impact our community 
and gain valuable individual expe-
riences because such titles provide 
students with access to otherwise 
inaccessible resources. But while 
such thinking is certainly valid, it 
suggests that only students in lead-

ership positions are able to intro-
duce new incentives to the School. 
In reality, we do not have to be the 
president of multiple clubs or the 
representative of certain extracur-
riculars in order to make our mark 
on Lawrenceville. The problem on 
campus is that many students resign 

themselves to doing nothing when 
they do not get selected for certain 
positions. While such titles are not 
guaranteed to anyone and cannot 
be given to everyone—that is the 
meritocratic nature of our school 
system—Lawrentians often stop 
pursuing their passions after rejec-
tion, focusing all too much on their 
lack of title instead of their poten-
tial impact on campus.  

A prime example of this flawed 
way of thinking is our perception 
of leadership positions on Student 
Council (StuCo). Many of us see 
StuCo as a way to garner more at-
tention for certain initiatives or to 
bring changes to the student body. 
However, if we take a step back and 
look at the bigger picture, individu-
als who were not the student body 
president or Community Service 
Representative, for example, have 
contributed equally to the School. 
Many have taken the time to ini-
tiate their own projects or clubs or 
simply served as vocal members of 
our community to instigate change 
and dialogue. In reality, StuCo and 
any other leadership position is 
only a platform for change, but that 
does not mean that students with-
out access to these platforms cannot 
be leaders as well. 

Similarly, while prefects are cer-
tainly expected to advise and guide 
underclassmen, the work is not 
exclusively reserved for those who 
were selected for the job. Likewise, 
not obtaining a position as a Ropes 
Course Instructor (RCI) or sports 
captain does not mean that one 
cannot mentor or guide underclass-
men. In truth, the responsibility to 

With Lawrenceville’s tran-
sition to a virtual spring 
in response to the coro-

navirus pandemic, the question of 
tuition has sparked much debate in 
the community. Teachers are trying 
their best to adapt their curriculums 
to Zoom, but many have been forced 
to cut down on content due to the 
significant decrease in time for each 
class. As a result of these difficulties, 
some families are petitioning to re-
duce the tuition for this term, stat-
ing that the current online learning 
cannot compare to sitting around the 
Harkness table and that many other 
resources such as dining and athletics 
are no longer provided; thus, although 
students are not getting the full Law-
renceville experience, families are still 
paying the full tuition. While their 
argument is valid, especially given the 
economic hardships some families 
may be facing, it is crucial to consider 
the consequences of a tuition cutback 
for the School.

Lawrenceville’s budget has been deep-
ly affected by the pandemic. The School 
has prioritized supporting students and 
their families by returning $3,000 to 
boarders to accommodate for their no 
longer living on campus, storing person-
al items for II to IV Formers through 
Bohren’s Moving and Service at no cost, 
and shipping domestic Vth Formers 
their belongings for free. Taking into 
account the fact that Lawrenceville is 

comprised of hundreds of boarding stu-
dents, the costs for these measures alone 
have had a noticeable impact on the 
School’s budget for this Term and the 
future. The School has also added addi-
tional expenses in creating the best on-
line academic experience possible; many 
of our teachers have had to increase their 
number of subscriptions to educational 
websites, some of which are not for 
free. Zoom, for instance, offers 
free services to educators for 
use in class, but g a i n -
ing access to 
the we-
binar 

feature that Lawrenceville uses for 
school meetings requires payments. 

Additionally, although families may 
argue that they should receive a partial 
refund because their children are unable 
to utilize Lawrenceville’s learning facil-
ities, it is important to recognize that 
those facilities still need to be main-
tained. The costs for cleaning, electricity, 
and other maintenance requirements 
in all of the buildings remain regard-
less of whether or not they are being 
used, and the recent completion of the 
Gruss Center for Arts and Design has 
only increased those costs. If we want to 
continue using these facilities when we 
return to Lawrenceville, these costs can-
not be avoided and therefore should not 

be refunded. 
Reduced tuition could also have a sig-

nificant effect on the School’s ability to 
emerge healthily from the coronavirus 
crisis. With the unemployment rate in 
the United States at an alarming 14.7 
percent and over 30 million unemployed 
Americans this past April, the issue has 
inevitably reached some of Lawrencev-
ille’s workers as well. “Despite Head-
master Stephen Murray [H’54 ‘55 ‘65 

‘16 P’16 
‘21] and Chief Financial Officer Ben 
Hammond [P’23’]s efforts to look at 
budget predictions and cost savings that 
can help Lawrenceville as a communi-
ty reach the goal of keeping everyone 
employed,” Assistant Dean of Students 
Emilie Kosoff H’88 ‘96 ‘00 ‘18 P’19 said 
in an interview with The Lawrence, “the 
issue of unemployment on campus is 
still prevalent and cannot be understat-
ed.” 

People who work hard to keep the 
campus running for students, such as 
our infirmary workers, gardeners, pub-
lic safety officers, dining staff, and other 
essential workers, may all be struggling 
to get through these difficult times; they 

––––––––
In reality, we do not 

have to be the president 
of multiple clubs or the 

representative of certain 
extracurriculars in order 

to make our mark on 
Lawrenceville.

––––––––

have families to take care of and basic 
necessities just like everyone else. As the 
majority of us students live in more priv-
ileged circumstances, it would be better 
for the community as a whole if tuition 
remained the same. If we reduce the tui-
tion by too much, this loss of money for 
the School could lead to faculty or staff 
losing their jobs. By doing so, we could 
seriously harm the lives of our essential 
campus workers, and damage the in-

tegrity of the Lawrencev-
i l l e 

communi-
ty as a whole. 

M o r e o v e r , 
although Law-

renceville has not applied for (nor does 
it plan to apply for) a loan from the 
Paycheck Protection Program or oth-
er emergency funds designed for small 
businesses, a significant tuition cutback 
could force the School to take a loan. 
Across the country, many private high 
schools and colleges have been strug-
gling financially and applying for eco-
nomic support, including Harvard Uni-
versity. Despite its endowment of over 
$40 billion, the college took a $9 million 
loan from the government and returned 
the money only when President Trump 
himself criticized the college for being 
inconsiderate to other small businesses. 

If even major and well-established 

institutions, which did not offer any tu-
ition reductions to families, were forced 
to resort to such measures, the coronavi-
rus outbreak may be more economically 
taxing to Lawrenceville than most fam-
ilies may think. 

Therefore, rather than trying to re-
duce the tuition for this term, families at 
Lawrenceville may even want to consid-
er donating to the School. Kosoff not-
ed, the “very committed and supportive 

alumni and parent community that 
has stepped up and donated to the 

School has helped and will con-
tinue to help Lawrenceville 

through this crisis.”
As we continue to live 

in these economically 
uncertain times, it is under-

standable for families to wish 
for a partial tuition refund: our 

current experiences surrounding the 
pandemic is certainly unparalleled and 
unnerving. 

However, the School has already giv-
en back as much as possible without sac-
rificing its essential workers, the families 
it is supporting, and the future of learn-
ing at Lawrenceville. Kosoff also men-
tioned that the School has continued 
plans to support families on financial 
aid as well as those on the lower-income 
scale who may have been most affected 
by the coronavirus. For those of us who 
live in more fortunate circumstances, it is 
time that we stop demanding more than 
what we already have received and even 
consider giving back to the Lawrencev-
ille community. 

PhiliP Park ’22
OPiniOns assOciate

Managing the Virtual Village:
How Lawrenceville Is Dealing with the Covid-19 Crisis

“I have been so proud to serve as President and hum-
bled to lead an incredible StuCo and an inspirational, 
eclectic, and diverse student body who have risen to 
the unique challenges the world has thrown at us this 
year. This spring term has by no means panned out as 
we had expected, but we did not allow our geographical 
separation to hinder our community or spirit. I thank 
StuCo, the administration, faculty, and staff, and the 
student body for adapting and showing that nothing 
can take us down. As we go forth and continue to make 
our mark on the world beyond Lawrenceville, I’m ex-
cited to see how the men and women of our class take 
the spirit of our VILLEage and change the world.”
 —Tay Gachegua ’20 

Ria Patel  ’23/THE LAWRENCE

help II, III, and IV Formers can be 
shouldered by any upperclassman 
who is passionate about mentoring 
and is willing to assume the role of 
a bigger brother or sister. Regard-

less of whether or not a Lawrentian 
holds the position of a prefect, RCI, 
or sports captain, he or she can still 
forge bonds with underclassmen 
and share their unique journeys 
with others. More likely than not, 
there will always be someone who 
not only appreciates a worthwhile 
story but also aspires to receive ad-
vice from older peers. 

The prestige of certain leader-
ship positions does not define the 
impact that a student can make on 
campus, and too often do we resort 
to dejection and indifference when 
we do not receive our desired out-
comes. Ultimately, these positions 
are merely titles for responsibili-
ties that all students can undertake. 
Let’s change our attitude on how 
we view these distinctions because 
we can still make a difference with-
out them. 

This editorial represents the major-
ity view of The Lawrence, Vol CXL.

––––––––
Ultimately, these 

positions are merely 
titles for responsibilities 

that all students can 
undertake. 
––––––––
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Changing My Definition of Friendship

The Joys of Being a Prefect
Kelsey McAlister ’20

eMily shApcott ’20 

Spiritual Community and
AniKA BAgAriA ’20
139 news editor

I can pinpoint the exact moment 
I realized that I wanted to spend 
my four years at Lawrenceville: 

My mom was bringing samosas—al-
ways a hit, she said—for the School’s 
annual Holi celebration organized 
by members of the Hindu Student 
Organization, including my older 
brother and cousins. At the time, I 
was a seventh-grader who had mere-
ly been dragged along, as siblings 
often are. 

Wide-eyed with awe, I recall 
watching the girls scream “Holi 
hai!” at the conclusion of their Bol-
lywood dance, immediately prompt-
ing hundreds of students to sprint 
to the middle of the Circle. The air 
turned into a mist of vibrant pinks, 
blues, reds, and greens. Soon, stu-
dents emptied buckets filled with 
water on unsuspecting friends, and 
I immediately knew that the color 
would eventually stain people’s hair 
and faces for days. In that moment, 
I understood why Lawrenceville 
stands out.

At Lawrenceville, students do not 
solely find that their school respects 
and appreciates their background and 
culture. Rather, they are embraced by 
an entire community that will viva-
ciously celebrate it. Upon arriving 

at the School, I immersed myself in 
the then ‘chapel credit’ program. As 
I attended my first Episcopal mass, 
looking around to make sure I was 
on the right page, or came along to 
Jummah prayers with a friend from 
Muslim Student Organization, I de-
veloped a greater understanding of 
my peers’ religious philosophies as 
well as an appreciation for the power 
of faith as a whole. I began to feel 
God in different forms as I identified 
the principal themes present across 
all creeds. Ultimately, religious and 
spiritual life at Lawrenceville pro-
vided me with a community that has 
challenged and deepened my rela-
tionship with faith, and more impor-
tantly, taught me how I can employ 
my religious and spiritual perspec-
tives to impact my community.

Every few weeks, I eagerly an-
ticipated our Religious Life Coun-
cil meetings. Munching on Rev’s 
famous cupcakes around the Hark-
ness table, we would dive into topics 
including the symbolism of light, the 
importance of meditation, and the 
necessity for resilience. The discus-
sions that have especially stayed with 
me are those in which we healed 
together, be it expressing our emo-
tions about and planning vigils for 
the Tree of Life and Christ Church 
incidents, or struggling with hard-

shaping me into the woman and 
leader that I am today. By being 
a part of the House system as a 
prefect and interacting with all of 
you, I was able to have an incred-
ible experience that made me into 
a kinder, more caring, and more re-
sponsible individual. I learned how 
to be a compassionate and strong 
leader, skills which will undoubt-
edly help me as I move forward in 
my life. I truly cannot imagine my 
Lawrenceville experience without 
prefecting—it was an experience 
that I will always carry with me.

Being a prefect in the Stan-
ley House was easily the 
most memorable experi-

ence during my time at Lawrencev-
ille.  While prefecting 50 girls was 
initially daunting, throughout my 
senior year, I learned that it was 
all about the little things: Tuesday 
night impromptu rounds, midday 
day student couch group naps, and 
Jessica Fernandez ’22 going to class 
head to toe in green. It taught me 
invaluable lessons about teamwork, 
responsibility, and community, all 
accompanied by an innumerable 
number of laughs along the way. 

Although I know 
that what I’m about 
to say is cliché, it 
holds true: One of 
the most influential 
lessons that I have 
learned as a prefect is 
the importance of be-
ing a part of a team. 
The House sys-
tem man-
aged to 
b r i n g 
togeth-
er four 
c o m -
p l e t e l y 
d i f f e rent 
girls—dif-
ferent so-
cial groups, 
s t r e n g t h s , 
and weak-
nesses—and 
make them into an incredible team 

of prefects who worked to im-
prove the House and the lives of 
those in it. Each of us understood 
that we had different skill sets; as 
a result, we not only learned how 
to take advantage of our individual 
strengths but also to lean on each 
other during times of weakness. To 
this day, the inclusive environment 
is still something that we are all ex-
tremely proud of. For perhaps the 
first time, I really understood what 
it was like to have a solid team of 
people supporting one other and 
working together towards a com-
mon goal—making everyone in the 
House feel safe and supported.

Nevertheless, 
being a pre-

fect 
w a s 
o b v i -
o u s l y 
not an 
e a s y 
t a s k . 
A s 
m u c h 
as we 

tried, the 
most emotionally 

daunting part of the role is 
knowing that not every girl may 
have felt comfortable and sup-
ported by us. No matter how many 
rounds of check-ins we make or 
how many pick-me-ups we send, 
there will always be someone who 
is silently struggling. Often, I pour 
so much energy and take such im-

mense pride in being a prefect that 
it stings—in a way that I can only 
imagine a mother feeling when she 
realizes her daughter has been at-
tempting to cope alone—to find 
out that I missed someone in the 
House. I had never before held a 
role with such responsibility but 
also one that I had treasured so 
much; I was to support girls whom 
I cared so deeply for, making it only 
more excruciating when I realized 
that I could not attend to every-
one’s needs.

The reason it hurt so much, 
though, is because of the type of 
girls I had the opportunity to lead. 
Stanley has always held itself to be 
“the nice House,”  and “sisters by 
chance, friends by choice” is the 
most accurate way I could describe 
this group. From the first day under 
the Stanley House roof, the girls 
immediately adopted the Stanley 
House spirit that generations be-
fore us had cultivated and as the 
year went on, the House grew clos-
er together. As I developed bonds 
with these girls, I felt an even 
greater need to protect them and 
help them succeed and be happy 
at Lawrenceville. Even though my 
job was to support them, these girls 
made it a priority to support me, 
too. I credit so much of the support 
that I have felt on the Lawrencev-
ille campus to the Stanley House: 
knowing that I had 47 other girls 
to say hi to me, to relax with me 
after a long day of studying, and 
to share the ups and downs of 
Lawrenceville is incomparable to 

any other support I could imag-
ine. Being a prefect in the Stanley 
House taught me the true meaning 
of community—a group of people 
who love you and support you ev-
ery day and who, in turn, you love 
and support. 

When I discovered we weren’t 
coming back for the Spring Term, 
I was absolutely devastated. I knew 
that we wouldn’t get to party at 
Club Stan together, or to have our 
last House banquet, or to say good-
bye. By writing this, though, I hope 
it can serve as a temporary way to 
say ‘see you later’ to all of 
you. To every Stanla-
dy reading this 
right now: 
T h a n k 
you for 

Reflecting on House and Harkness

I returned to the Lawrenceville campus 
after my IV Form year abroad during 
House Banquets in June 2019. After 

being away from the School studying in 
Spain for nine months, I was excited to 
reunite with my housemates, but I also felt 
slightly overwhelmed with all of the new 
faces of III Formers I had not met and lived 
with. Although I still wanted to be part of 
the House, I was unsure of how I would fit 
back in with the girls, both new and old, af-
ter being away for so long.  Little did I know 
that some of these unfamiliar faces would 
soon become some of my closest friends 
and whom I would share close memories 
with during my V Form year. The minute 
I stepped back onto campus, Ms. Hall, the 
McClellan Housemaster, wasted no time 
making me feel comfortable, introducing 
me to the House as a “guest more special 
than Beyoncé,” and encouraging the III 
Form girls to get to know 
me. As 
ne r vous 
as I was by 
the prospect 
of “restarting” 
L aw rence v-
ille, this warm 
welcome set 
the tone for 
the upcoming 
school year and 
showed me that 
McClellan would al-
ways be home, regardless of 

where I was or how old I was.   
My best friend Cate Levy ’20 was a 

prefect in McClellan this year; thus, I 
would often migrate to McClellan during 
the evenings to finish my work or study 
with her. As a result, I ended up spending 
more hours in McClellan than any other 
building on campus, giving me the op-
portunity to get to know underclassmen 
whom I would never have encountered in 
my classes or extracurriculars. An escape 
from the V Form year college admissions 
mania, my underclassmen McSisters pro-
vided countless fun memories, ones that I 
may have skipped out on during my time 
abroad. Occasions such as witnessing a Fri-
day night improvised ear piercing session 
done with a safety pin and ice cube, sitting 
down to watch the presidential primaries, 
peer editing, sharing takeout food, or even 
taking study breaks to play each other on 
Club Penguin made me feel as if I 

was part of McClellan again, 
even if I did not physically live 
in the House. I tried my best to 
help with homework or be a 

listening ear for the crazi-
ness of III and IV Form 
years, and as I did so, I 
truly felt like a member 
of the McClellan com-
munity. 

In February, the 
whole House was abuzz, 

getting ready for the annual 
McLovin dance. Between the 

glitter, the purple and gold bead 
necklaces, and the temporary tattoos, I 

witnessed how lucky I was to be a part of 
this amazing community of girls. I thought 
the House experience was something I 
had left behind as a sacrifice for doing a 
year abroad, but there I was, enjoying Mc-
Clellan’s magic mix of artists, track stars, 
club leaders, and overall compassionate 
and talented girls. Life had been a series of 
unpredictable changes since I first entered 
the McClellan House in the fall of 2017, 
but one thing had remained constant: The 
friendships formed in the House were a 
source of joy and discovery. The beauty of 
Lawrenceville’s House system is its abil-
ity to foster phenomenal support systems 
across all grade levels. Given that we col-
lectively have such a wide variety of talent, 
perspectives, and experiences, we each have 
so much to give to one other. This constant 
exchange of strengths is what makes our 
House bonds so unbreakable. 

 The fact that I was able to find a new 
place in the House after being gone for a 
year is a testament to the way the House 
system grows with you at the School. Even 
as new girls flow in and out of the Houses 
and students cycle through Lawrenceville 
over the years, the strength of the com-
munity remains constant. My experience 
in McClellan redefined friendship for me, 
teaching me what to look for in friendships 
and showing me how to be a more kind, 
considerate, and caring friend. McClellan 
showed me the best in people—I came 
back from Spain with low expectations, 
but throughout the year, I was treated with 
kindness and made to feel like a valued part 
of the community. 

Stephanie Xu ’23/THE LAWRENCE

Min Kim ’21/THE LAWRENCE
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The Class of 2020 Remembers 

It would be easy to start this ar-
ticle discussing the current state 
of the world and how, amongst 

greater social disarray, the coronavirus 
has upended my final term at Law-
renceville. Yet as I sit on my couch, 
starting season five of the TV series 
Lost, I both cheesily and meaningfully 
reach the conclusion that Lawrencev-
ille is much more than a location but 
a community of people eager to learn 
and resilient in the face of hardship. 
As Lawrentians, we push ourselves to 
take the hardest classes and learn the 
most difficult material—and it pays 
off. While we may be away from cam-
pus, Lawrenceville is and always will 
be with me. The academic opportuni-
ties that I have had have completely 
changed my way of thinking, giving 
me a direction for the future and a 
newfound sense of resilience.

Let me back up to a few 
months. Due to a last-min-
ute switch in my sched-
ule, my senior electives 
got swapped around 
so that I landed 
in Dr. Von’s 
M a k e r s 
of the 

Modern Mind class. I cannot ex-
press how many existential crises 
I had as we journeyed from Dar-
win to Marx to Kierkegaard, from 
Dostoevsky to Nietzsche all in the 
name of determining what makes a 
philosophical thinker “modernist.” 

The class quickly joined Physics and 
Mechanics as my favorite, and the two 
sections interacted to expand my level 
of thinking far beyond what I could 
have imagined. Ideas like superposi-
tion in quantum mechanics detailing 
how something can exist as two things 
at the same time merged with defin-
ing the meaning of “truth,” expanding 
my initial surface-level understanding 
of these respective subjects. I felt as if 

I had been transported back in time 
to a little kid who 

looks at everything 
with wonder and 
curiosity and a 
determination to 
understand how 
everything works. 

Thanks to Makers, sit-
ting on my couch watching Lost is 

no longer just a viewing of attrac-
tive people marooned on an island, 

but a thought exercise in the 
meaning of “good” versus “evil” 

and finding the balance 
between skepticism 

and faith. My classes 
at Lawrenceville 
have inspired me 
to pursue engineer-

ing with a philoso-
phy minor in college 
so I can continue to 

foster a dialogue be-
tween the methods 

of thinking, forever chasing the ex-
hilarating feeling of curiosity and 
discovery. I view the world differ-
ently now and because of my Law-
renceville classes; I have a newfound 
sense of purpose and exploration. 

Yet as much as I enjoyed those 
classes, they were also some of the 
hardest classes I took at this School. 
If there’s one thing I want to impart 
from my experience with Makers, it’s 
that life doesn’t always go as expect-
ed, but wherever I end up, I will and 
should proceed with full effort and 
fascination. Makers reshaped my way 
of thinking, but I also had to work for 
it to do so. It was tempting to look up 
the SparkNotes version of The Origins 
of the Species but by tackling the dense 
German philosophy one sentence at a 
time, I learned and I grew. Similarly, 
Physics and Mechanics was a class 
that challenged me at every turn. Yet 
I found a way to push through and 
enjoy it. Through these two classes, I 
learned that the most difficult things 
are often the most worthy of our time 
and that if one is interested in a sub-
ject, he or she will find a way to suc-
ceed and thrive. So as I say goodbye 
to Lawrenceville, here’s my last mes-
sage for all of you: Take that hard 
class, because it will teach you about 
more than the subject—it will teach 
you about yourself. Allow yourself 
to be challenged and take the classes 
that challenge your way of thinking. 
A grade doesn’t define you—you de-
fine yourself, and true passion is more 
valuable than any letter. After all, it is 
only when you step outside of what 
you know to be safe that you truly 
start to grow and learn about yourself. 

Sally Lee ’23/THE LAWRENCE

Audrey sAfir ’20

Growth at Lawrenceville

Embracing Growth and Modern Thinking 

Overcoming Obstacles and Conquering Insecurity 

ship on campus in the wake of gross 
misconduct by a teacher. It was in 
these times that we leaned on one 
another, inspired each other, and felt 
supported by our community when 
we needed it most.

In the spring term of my II Form 
year, I helped lead the Strategic Re-
view of Religious and Spiritual Life 
at Lawrenceville, an initiative to re-
form the chapel credit. By reflecting 
on the state of spiritual life at Law-
renceville from the varying perspec-
tives of students, I learned valuable 
lessons about how to deepen my 
spiritual intelligence and my respon-
sibilities as a community member. 
Ultimately, we expanded the pro-
gram to create Explorations, which 
incorporates diversity and contem-
plation alongside religious ones and 
especially emphasizes education and 
engagement.

Religious and spiritual life showed 
me early on that, at Lawrenceville, 
students can collaborate to make 
lasting contributions, supported by 
an entire village in the process. See-
ing the impact of Explorations, fur-
ther taught me that, as members of 
this community, we are not only able 
to, but rather we have the obligation 
to leave Lawrenceville better than we 
found it. To seek the best in each to 
seek the best for all. And this extends 

beyond the School community: A 
theme that continues to surface in 
our Religious Life Council meetings 
is the historical connection between 
faith and social justice. We must per-
sist in striving to make our mark on 
our local and global communities, as 
well.

As I sit here editing our virtual 
Holi Explorations film, I never 
could’ve foreseen my time at Law-
renceville ending this way. Yet, at 
the same time, I am reminded of 
the resilience and vibrancy of the 
Lawrenceville community and over-
whelmed by immense gratitude to 
be a part of it for the rest of my life, 
beyond Lawrenceville: a community 
that comes together despite adversi-
ties and energetically embraces dif-
ferences in faith, beliefs, background, 
and ideas. And in this moment, I 
forget about the prom dress un-
touched in my closet, the fact that 
I’ll be graduating over a webinar, and 
even that the last memory of high 
school classes will be hitting “Leave 
Meeting” on Zoom. All that mat-
ters is the color that splashes across 
the Circle, now across my screen, 
because it reminds me that Law-
renceville isn’t ending like this: This 
isn’t the end of a journey because the 
friendship, community, and lessons 
along the way will last a lifetime. 

would argue the opposite: My medi-
cal challenges only made me appre-
ciate and value the Lawrenceville 
experience more. 

When I returned, I was eager 
to take advantage of all the little 
things that I had not fully appre-
ciated before. All of the difficult 
classes, sports, and extracurriculars 
are chances for us to discover our 
passions—and that’s exactly what I 
did. Given my medical situation, I 
wondered if I would actually be able 
to take advantage of all of the oppor-
tunities Lawrenceville offers. Yet the 
School pushed me to pursue all of 
the opportunities available. Because 
of seemingly minor, random expe-
riences both inside and outside the 
classroom, I developed newfound 
passions in history and English while 
reaffirming my love for language and 
theatre. My teachers were especially 
instrumental in pushing me to pur-
sue those new passions.

While those may seem like con-
flicting interests, I wanted to take 
part in as much as possible, perhaps 
in an attempt to make up for lost 
time. My involvement in all of those 
opportunities made me a more well-
rounded student and allowed me to 
fully explore my passions. With the 
academic activities and support that 
Lawrenceville awarded me, I was 
able to learn more about my interests 
and myself, preparing me for a future 
outside of Lawrenceville. 

At age four, I was diagnosed 
with a chronic neurological 
illness called hydrocepha-

lus, meaning that I had excess cere-
brospinal fluid that caused pressure 
to build up in my brain. When the 
pressure reached a certain point, 
I suffered from a persistent, acute 
headache that prevented me from 
thinking, speaking without difficul-
ty, and walking normally. For many 
years, I was a (relatively) normal kid 
who did well in her classes, loved to 
hang out with friends, and partici-
pated in various extracurricular ac-

tivities. Throughout my childhood, I 
was determined to not let my diag-
nosis affect my day to day life.

And for a while, I succeeded. Al-
though I had intermittent proce-
dures to repair the shunt that was 
keeping the fluid in control, I was al-
ways able to bounce back to my daily 
activities within a couple of days.

That is, until my II Form year. I 
came to Lawrenceville as part of 
the Class of 2019, but I had to have 
two more surgeries just a couple of 
weeks before the start of school. I 
spent the first trimester struggling to 
recover from surgery and I did this 
while going to classes and trying to 

adjust to the whirlwind of life at 
Lawrenceville. “One day 

at a time,” I told 
myself. “You 
are going to 

get better.” 
I took it 

s l o w , 
w o r k -

ing up 

to going to more on-campus events, 
and over Turkey Term, I was even 
cast in the Freshman Shakespeare 
production of Pericles, Prince of 
Tyre. Yet my health challenged my 
hopes, and another surgery in Janu-
ary led to my extended medical leave 
from school. Even when I returned 
to school as part of the class of 2020, 
I hit a couple more roadblocks and 
underwent more operations.

The week I learned I would have 
to take a medical leave, I shook with 
racking sobs for hours on end. Even 
though I kept busy while I was out of 
school, it was still the hardest time of 
my life, a time when I felt excluded 
from “normal” teenage experiences 
like hanging out with friends, talking 
to classmates in the hallway, or even 
going to school.

I remember the first day of my 
first II Form year and the first day 
of my second one; the latter should 
have easier because I knew what to 
expect. However, for me, it was the 
opposite. As I walked from the car 
to the Kirby Arts Center (KAC) for 
registration the second time, under 
my breath, I was singing “Whistle a 
Happy Tune,” from The King And I. 
“Whenever I feel afraid, I hold my 
head erect, and whistle a happy tune, 
so no one ever knows I’m afraid,” I 
sang. I am not afraid to admit that 
yes, I was afraid that day. I was scared 
of being rejected by my peers, scared 
of being labeled “stupid” for having 
to repeat the school year. Even after 
the year was over and I finally com-

pleted my II Form year, I was still 
scared that I would never be able to 
make friends or that I would never 
feel like part of the Class of 2020. 
What if I was left in the strange and 
empty purgatory between the Class 
of 2019, of which I was no longer a 
part, and the Class of 2020, of which 
I was a part of for such a short pe-
riod of my life? Would I ever truly 

belong?
Yet despite my medical obstacles, 

Lawrenceville provided me with nu-
merous opportunities to be involved 
and overcome my initial insecurities. 
One might think that my Law-
renceville experience was defined by 
my medical challenges. However, I 

oliviA sieler ’20

Stephanie Xu ’23/THE LAWRENCE
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2020-2021 Student Council 
Representatives Selected

IV Formers Esha Akhtar, 
Kate Deskey, Gabriel Gaw, Maia 
Hawkins-Litvin, and Lauren McK-
innon were elected to be part of the 
2021-2022 Student Council as Di-
versity, Arts, Athletics, Sustainabil-
ity, and Community Service Rep-
resentatives, respectively. They will 
work alongside IV Formers Vice 
President of Social Life Caroline 
Foster, Vice President of Honor and 
Discipline Sunjay Riener, Vice Pres-
ident of Academics John Weaver, 
and School President Soleil Saint-
Cyr.

Akhtar serves as the Co-president 
of the Diversity Council and the 
president of the Young Democrats 
club, and she is also a member of 
the Muslim Students Organization. 
During the next year, she hopes to 
mobilize the Diversity Council and 
plans to create a New Jersey Area 
Student Diversity Leadership Con-
ference.

Acknowledging the struggles of 
spending Spring Term away from 
Lawrenceville, she said, “It has been 
hard to think about diversity, eq-
uity, and inclusion initiatives when 
we’re not all on campus.” However, 
Akhtar remains optimistic and be-
lieves “the time [she has] spent away 
from Lawrenceville has helped [her] 
envision the things [she’s] excited 
and passionate about building next 
year.”

Deskey is currently the Executive 
Director of L10 News and Head 
Editor of SNLville. She has been a 
choreographer and dancer for the 
Spring Dance Concert throughout 
her time at Lawrenceville, and she 
looks forward to creating more op-
portunities for Lawrenceville’s art-
ists to show off their talent. 

Drawing from her own experi-

ence, she has planned initiatives that 
she believes will bring more atten-
tion to the arts at Lawrenceville. She 
looks to take advantage of resources 
to extend hours in the Gruss Center 
for Art and Design and the Kirby 
Arts Center and to host art events 
that collaborate with other social or 
athletic events. She even wants to 
look into “opening up performanc-
es to the public or other local high 
schools to showcase artists at Law-
renceville.”

Gaw has been the Co-Sports Edi-
tor for The Lawrence for the past 
two years, and he has been a part 
of the Boys Varsity Soccer and the 
Boys Junior Varsity Basketball team 
for the past two years. 

Gaw hopes to create small com-
petitions to bring different teams 
together, which he believes is crucial 
in fostering a strong system of sup-
port between all the different sports 
teams on campus and to have all the 
different teams “feel like they are a 
part of a family.” 

Hawkins-Litvin is the current 
Kirby House Sustainability Repre-
sentative and a member of the Sus-
tainability Council. Growing up in a 
“progressive town has taught [her] 
the mentality of how to live sustain-
ably,” which she hopes to spread to 

the School. 
One of Hawkins-Litvin’s future 

initiatives includes a Sustainabil-
ity House Olympics, during which 
Lawrenceville Houses will com-
pete for House points over the least 
amount of water, waste, and energy 
used in the span of a month. She 
hopes that this healthy competition 
will help “foster collaboration and 
spirit while also supporting sustain-
ability initiatives on campus.”

As a competitive athlete at Law-
renceville, McKinnon aims to make 
community service programs more 
accessible to those participating 
in several sports or clubs. She said, 
“I’m trying to get the School more 
involved in a way that allows kids 
to still be dedicated towards what 
they’re already doing, while also 
finding community service opportu-
nities that are specific to their pas-
sion.”

However, with the Covid-19 
pandemic casting uncertainty over 
the return of students and faculty 
back on campus, McKinnon will 
be working closely with Director 
of Community Service Program 
Rachel Cantlay P’07 ’09 ’11 and 
Associate Director of Community 
Service Elizabeth Ferguson to make 
several programs virtual. 

Big Red Race Goes Global

This year, the annual Big Red 
Race will take place virtually from 
May 29 to June 1, with over 400 
participants signed up to compete. 
Upon signing up, each participant 
received a personalized electronic 
race bib and a special Big Red 
Race T-shirt. After they complete 
the race, participants will be asked 
to upload their 5K times online 
and to share photos of themselves 
competing.  

College Counseling Co-Di-
rectors Holly Burks Becker P’06 
’09 ’12 and Jeffrey Durso-Finley, 
Ed.D. P’13 ’14 ’19 ’22, Co-Direc-
tors of the Big Red Race, came up 
with the idea of hosting a campus 
and community-wide 5K race to 
raise money for  the Lawrenceville 
School Camp (Scamp) in 2004. 
Since then, the proceeds raised 
from the Race have funded new 
cabin screens, roofs, equipment, 
and docks at Scamp.

According to Becker, “Scamp 
depends on the Big Red Race for 
a huge part of [its] operating ex-
penses every year...The race helps 
keep the camp afloat.” Over the 
years, Becker noted that Law-
renceville has “community families 
who have made this a family tradi-
tion, and...a great crew of alumni 

who are eager to stay connected 
and run the Race every year.”

To host the virtual race, Becker 
and Durso-Finley partnered with 
a professional timing service to 
record each runners’ time. They 
had to work around piloting a 
new system to adjust to the vir-
tual Race while also figuring out 
the logistics of sending personal-
ized race bibs to the participants. 
Although students may not be on 
campus this spring, Becker hopes 
that with the personalized bib 
and T-shirt, “people will feel con-
nected to the race and community 
and share their photos with [the 
School’s] social media team.”

Reflecting on her worries while 
planning, Becker said, “I think the 
biggest hurdle was believing that 
people would register in spite of 
the pandemic. We needed to fig-
ure out how to get people behind 
the event even though they weren’t 
on campus and staring down the 
sea of amazing Scamp counselors 
waiting to register them in Irwin 
[Dining Center] every day.”

“The Race has become a posi-
tive, iconic Lawrenceville event, 
[and] it seemed like a great op-
portunity to remind everyone of 
the power and strength of our 
community to sustain us all as we 
navigate these unusual times,” said 
Becker.

tiffany yeung ’22
news associate

Class of 2020 Matriculation

American University
Amherst College
Babson College
Barnard College
Bates College
Boston College
Boston University
Brandeis University
Brown University
Bucknell University
California State 
University (Fresno)
Carnegie Mellon University
Case Western Reserve 
   University
Claremont McKenna 
   College
Clark University
Colby College
Colgate University
College of William and Mary

Colorado College
Columbia University
Connecticut College
Cornell University
Dartmouth College
Davidson College
Dickinson College
Ecole Hoteliere de 
   Lausanne
Emory University – 
   Oxford College
Fordham University
Franklin & Marshall 
   College
Georgetown University
Georgia State University
Hampton University
Harvard University
Imperial College
Indiana University 
   (Bloomington)
Johns Hopkins University
KAIST
Lafayette College
Lehigh University
Liverpool John Moores  
   University

Marquette University
Massachusetts Institute of      
   Technology
Middlebury College
Muhlenberg College
New York University
Northeastern University
Northwestern University
NYU Shanghai
Parsons School of Design 
   at The New School
Pennsylvania State 
   Univesity (Main Campus)
Pomona College
Princeton University
Purdue University 
   (Main Campus)
Rice University
Rutgers University 
   (New Brunswick)
Santa Clara University
Sewanee: The University of
   the South
Skidmore College
Smith College
Southern Methodist 
   University

St John’s University 
   (New York)
St Lawrence University
Stanford University
Swarthmore College
Syracuse University
Texas Christian 
   University
The College of New Jersey
The University of Texas at 
   Arlington
Trinity College
Tufts University
Tulane University of 
   Louisiana
Union College
United States Military 
   Academy
United States Naval 
   Academy
University of California 
   (Berkeley)
University of Cambridge
University of Chicago
University of Georgia
University of Miami
University of Michigan

University of North 
   Carolina at Chapel Hill
University of Notre Dame
University of Pennsylvania
University of Rochester
University of Southern 
   California
University of St. Andrews
University of Sydney
University of Vermont
University of Virginia 
   (Main Campus)
University of Wisconsin 
   (Madison)
Vanderbilt University
Vassar College
Villanova University
Wake Forest University
Washington and Lee 
   University
Washington University 
   in St Louis
Wesleyan University
Western Michigan 
   University
Williams College
Yale University

Congratulations to 
members of the Class 

of 2020, who will 
attend the following 

institutions:

The Lawrenceville community in the 2019 Big Red Race.

2020-2021 Student Council Representatives. Ankita Suri ’21 /THE LAWRENCE
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Emily Matcham.
THE BENJAMIN F. HOWELL 
JR. SCIENCE PRIZE FUND: 
Presented for accomplishment in the 
study of a subject related to geophys-
ics or any aspect of physics. Presented 
to Andrew Zheng.
THE LEVER F. STEWART 
PRIZE: Awarded to that student 
who has achieved the most out-
standing record in biology while at 
Lawrenceville. Presented to Tri Giao 
Vu Dinh.
ALDO LEOPOLD ECOLOGY 
PRIZE: Presented in memory 
of conservationist Aldo Leopold, 
alumnus of the Class of 1905, for 
outstanding contributions to ecology 
and sustainability at Lawrenceville. 
Presented to Simon Cull and Sid-
harth Sharma.
MR. AND MRS. W.R. NIBLOCK 
AWARD:  For excellence in the 
study of chemistry. Presented to 
Harrison Wang. 
THE HENRY AND JANIE 
WOODS PRIZE FOR RE-
SEARCH SCIENCE: Awarded to 
the outstanding student in research 
science in memory of Mr. and Mrs. 
Woods, staunch supporters of sci-
ence education at Lawrenceville. 
Presented to Merrin Foltz. 
THE PAUL L. MARROW 
AWARD: Presented in memory of 
Paul Marrow, a dedicated employee 
of Lawrenceville, for excellence in 
science and citizenship. Presented 
to Samika Hariharan. 
THE MATHEMATICS FAC-
ULTY AWARD: In the opinion of 
the members of the Math Depart-
ment, the recipient of this prize has 
demonstrated great perseverance 
to fulfill a strong desire to study 
mathematics. Presented to Claude 
“CJ” Vilfort.
THE HOWARD HILL MATH-
EMATICS AWARD: Given to 
a senior who has shown the most 
outstanding achievement in math-
ematics. Presented to Liana Raguso.
THE JOHN T. O’NEIL III 
M AT H E M AT I C S  T E A M 
AWARD: Given to that member 
of the School Math Team who, in 
the opinion of the faculty advisor, 
best exemplifies the exceptional tal-
ent, commitment, and achievement 
in mathematics competition that 
Mr. O’Neil showed while a student 
at Lawrenceville. Presented to Har-
rison Wang. 
THE HERMAN HOLLERITH 
PRIZE: Awarded to the student 
who exhibits the most creativity, 
ingenuity, or entrepreneurial flair in 
the application of computer science. 
Presented to Nicholas Healy.
THE LAWTHER O. SMITH 
COMPUTER SCIENCE PRIZE: 
This prize is for excellence in the 
study of computer science. Presented 
to Elizabeth Chou.
THE THOMAS F. SHARP IN-
TERDISCIPLINARY AWARD: 
Established in honor of Thomas F. 
Sharp, poet, musician, and scholar to 
recognize achievement in textured 
and integrated thinking in the 
humanities. Presented to Carolyn 
McLaughlin.
THE RICHARD H. ROBINSON 
PRIZE: Awarded annually to that 
student who has shown the most 
conscientious and persistent effort 
in the field of publications and who, 
by faithfulness and initiative, has 
contributed most toward gaining 
the highest possible standards in this 
line of activity. Presented to Carolyn 
King and Makayla Boxley.
THE CLASS OF 1995 JOUR-

NALISM AWARD: For achieving 
a level of journalistic quality achieved 
by The Lawrence of 1995. Presented 
to Deven Kinney.
THE MEGNA-SCHONHEIT-
ER AWARD: Established to honor 
the half-century of faithful service to 
the School Camp rendered jointly by 
Mr. and Mrs. George Schonheiter 
and Mr. and Mrs. Ed Megna. Given 
to the member of the graduating class 
whose service to the School Camp 
best exemplifies unselfish devotion 
to helping others. Presented to John 
( Jack) Collins.
PARENTS AT LAWRENCEV-
ILLE COMMUNITY SERVICE 
AWARD: Presented annually to a 
Fifth Former who has demonstrated 
an outstanding commitment to com-
munity service and a deep concern for 
the needs of others and the quality 
of life in our communities. Presented 
to Lauren Recto.
THE ROBERT MAMMANO 
FREZZA MEMORIAL AWARD: 
Named in memory of Bob Frezza, 
Class of 1998, this scholarship is 
given each year to a Lawrenceville 
senior who best exemplifies the values 
and potential that Bob evidenced 
during his short but dynamic life. 
Presented to Anika Bagaria.  
THE NICK GUSZ BEST MALE 
ATHLETE AWARD: Given annu-
ally to that member of the senior class 
who exhibits in two or more sports 
the highest degree of leadership, 
sportsmanship, and skill. It is awarded 
in honor of Nicholas F. Gusz, director 
of Athletics at Lawrenceville from 
June 1966 to July 1984. Presented 
to Claude (CJ) Vilfort.
T H E  M E LI S S A  M AG E E 
SPEIDEL BEST FEMALE 
ATHLETE AWARD: Given to 
that member of the senior class 
who exhibits in two or more sports 
the highest degree of leadership, 
sportsmanship, and skill. Awarded 
in honor of Melissa Magee Speidel, 
former associate athletic director and 
a member of the 1980 United States 
Field Hockey Team. Presented to 
Ashley Warren. 
THE TOMMY SULLIVAN 
AWARD: Given annually to that 
member of the senior class, with two 
or more years of varsity experience, 
who best exemplifies the qualities 
of a true athlete: dedication, desire, 
congeniality, sportsmanship and 
above all, competes as a team player. 
Presented to Grace Faircloth.
THE JOHN H. THOMPSON, 
JR. PRIZE: Awarded annually to 
that member of the Fifth Form who 
has demonstrated excellence as an 
athlete, a scholar, and a human be-
ing. Presented to Elizabeth (Lizzie) 
Huesman.
THE ADAM and MACKELLAR 
VIOLICH AWARD: Given an-
nually to two members of the Fifth 
Form who have demonstrated the 
qualities of an athlete and scholar 
on the playing field, as well as in 
the classroom, and who have earned 
a minimum of three letters in at 
least two different sports. Presented 
to Amy Aririguzoh and Andrew 
Tokarski.
THE NEW JERSEY INDEPEN-
DENT SCHOOLS ATHLETIC 
ASSOCIATION:  The Nick Gusz 
Male Scholar Athlete award and the 
Jan Baker Female Scholar Athlete 
are awarded annually to the top male 
and female scholar-athletes in New 
Jersey for their academic and ath-
letic achievements. Lawrenceville’s 
nominees were TJ Semptimphelter 
and Miranda Cai.

L12 AWARD: Given to a student 
who has amassed 12 varsity letters 
in all 12 terms over four years at 
Lawrenceville. Presented to Carolyn 
King, who earned a dozen Major Ls 
competing in cross country, as well 
as both indoor and outdoor track 
& field. 
THE KATHLEEN WALLACE 
AWARD: Awarded to the best one-
year Fifth Form student. Presented 
to Beata “Bea” Fylkner.
THE DIRECTOR’S AWARD: 
Awarded to a member of the senior 
class, who in the opinion of the Di-
rector of the Fifth Form and Fifth 
Form Housemasters, has contributed 
significantly to the style and tone of 
the Form through his/her energy and 
spirit. Presented to Tay Gachegua.
THE BOCZKOWSKI AWARD: 
This award was a gift in recognition of 
Dr. Catherine Boczkowski’s 25th an-
niversary as a member of the faculty 
at Lawrenceville. It has been given 
annually since 2002 to that young 
woman in the graduating class who 
best exemplifies personal moral in-
tegrity and loyalty to Lawrenceville. 
Presented to Maggie Ross.
THE DEANS’ AWARD: This 
award is given by the Head Master 
and Deans to a Fifth Form student, 
who, by example, has shown steadfast 
dedication and consistent effort in 
the best traditions of the School. 
Presented to Andrew Tokarski.
THE ELIZABETH LOUISE 
GRAY PRIZE: Presented to that 
student of at least two years who 
through energy, commitment, and 
service has joyously sought the fullest 
measure of the Lawrenceville experi-
ence. Presented to Maxima Molgat.
THE ANDREW T. GOODYEAR 
CLASS OF 1983 AWARD: A 
special merit award to a student who 
has demonstrated unusual courage 
in overcoming adversity. Presented 
to Olivia Sieler.
THE MAX MAXWELL AWARD: 
This award was established by the 
African American-Latino Alliance 
in honor of Mr. Max Maxwell, former 
Master of English, for his dedication 
in helping students inside and outside 
the classroom. It is given annually 
to a senior who has demonstrated a 
dedication to diversity in his or her 
career at Lawrenceville. Presented 
to Jax Floyd.
T H E  P H I  B E TA  KA P PA 
AWARD: Presented to a member 
of the Fifth Form whose academic 
record is worthy of special praise. 
This award is named for the Phi Beta 
Kappa Honor Society, whose motto 
reads, “Love of learning is the guide 
to life.” Presented to Liana Raguso. 
MASTERS PRIZE: Awarded to 
the outstanding scholar of the Fifth 
Form. Presented to Giao Vu Dinh. 
THE AURELIAN HONOR 
SOCIETY AWARD: Given to 
that member of the class who is out-
standing in sterling character, high 
scholarship, and forceful leadership 
– qualities upon which the Aurelian 
Honor Society was founded at Yale 
University in 1910. Presented to 
Andrew Tokarski. 
THE EDWARD SU TLIFFE 
BRAINARD PRIZE is given an-
nually by the faculty to the Fifth 
Form student whom the faculty holds 
in the highest esteem. Presented to 
Makayla Boxley.
THE TRUSTEES’ CUP is awarded  
annually by the Head Master on 
behalf of the Board of Trustees to 
that student who has most influenced 
the School for good. Presented to 
Samika Hariharan.

THE JAMES E. BLAKE PRIZE: 
For excellence in technical theatre. 
Presented to Alexandra Mary Eliza-
beth Stach and Yuk Hung “Max” 
Maximus Wong.
PERFORMING ARTS DE-
PARTMENT PRIZE: For excel-
lence in leadership. Presented to 
Anushka Agarwala.
JEAN S. STEPHENS PER-
FORMING ARTS DEPART-
MENT PRIZE: For excellence in 
creativity in the performing arts. 
Presented to Tasan Smith-Gandy.
THE PETER CANDLER PERI-
WIG AWARD: For significant 
contribution and extraordinary 
dedication to the dramatic arts 
at Lawrenceville.  This award was 
established in 1904, and renamed 
in honor of the longtime director 
of dramatic arts at Lawrenceville. 
Presented to Emily Matcham.
THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT 
PRIZE: For excellence in leader-
ship and for significant contribution 
and extraordinary dedication to 
this art form.  Presented to Samika 
Hariharan. 
THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT 
PRIZE: For general excellence in 
vocal performance. Presented to 
Isabelle Monaghan.
THE ADDISON H. GERY, JR. 
JAZZ PRIZE: Awarded to that 
member of the Fifth Form whose 
talent, energy, and performance skills 
have brought recognition to the 
medium of jazz in the school com-
munity.  In addition to a cash prize, 
this award makes funds available for 
books and recordings of jazz in the 
library in the name of the recipient. 
Presented to Santiago Parra-Vargas.
THE MATTHEW DOMINY 
PRIZE: This award is given to the 
student who has contributed most 
to the musical life of the School.  
Presented to Tri Giao Vu Dinh. 
THE R. JACK GARVER VISUAL 
ARTS DEPARTMENT PRIZE: 
This award goes to a senior who 
has continually extended himself or 
herself. Presented to Oona Pierre.
VISUAL ART DEPARTMENT 
PRIZE: Given to that Fifth Form 
student who has exhibited extraor-
dinary skill and dedication as a film-
maker. Presented to Carolyn King.
THE VISUAL ART DEPART-
MENT FACULT Y AWARD: 
Given to that student who has 
distinguished herself or himself in 
the arts through dedicated studio 
work and the pursuit of knowledge. 
Presented to Hazel Schaus. 
THE ENGLISH DEPART-
MENT PRIZE FOR GENERAL 
EXCELLENCE: Presented to 
Catherine Levy.
THE ENGLISH DEPART-
MENT PRIZE FOR ACHIEVE-
MENT IN CREATIVE WRIT-
ING: Presented to   
Ashley Duraiswamy. 
THE HENRY C. WOODS, 
JR. CRITICAL WRITING 
AWARD: This award is given for 
the best essay for an English elective 
this year. It is given in honor of the 
outstanding contributions of Henry 
C. Woods, Jr., Class of 1940, who 
has by his unparalleled benefactions 
and long, distinguished service to 
the School as teacher, department 
chair, coach and trustee, transformed 
Lawrenceville for the best.  Presented 
to Elyssa Chou.
THE OWEN C. SMITH PO-
ETRY PRIZE: Established in 1986 
by a gift from Owen C. Smith, Class 
of 1959, for excellence in the study 
of poetry. Presented to Tri Giao Vu 

Dinh. 
THE RELIGIOUS LIFE PRIZE: 
The Religious Life Prize is given to 
that Fourth or Fifth Form student 
who best serves the School com-
munity through his/her energetic 
and imaginative commitment to 
religious life at Lawrenceville. The 
Religious Life Prize is given to that 
student who best demonstrates and 
exemplifies an active, open, and re-
spectful engagement based on her/his 
religious understanding and practice. 
Presented to Anika Bagaria, Areeq 
Hasan, and Catherine Levy.
THE RELIGION & PHILOSO-
PHY DEPARTMENT PRIZE: 
Awarded in exceptional circum-
stances to a student who demon-
strates through academic work a 
special and significant contribution 
to religious studies. Presented to 
Maryellen Vogel.
THE JAMES SIPPLE AWARD: 
Given in honor of Dr. James Sipple, 
accomplished scholar and past chair 
of the Religion & Philosophy De-
partment, to the student who displays 
excellence in the area of religion with 
the writing of superior papers dealing 
with religious content.  Presented to 
Areeq Hasan. 
THE JOHN W. GARTNER 
PRIZE: Awarded to that student 
who has shown the greatest devotion 
to the study of French for at least two 
years.  In addition to the cash prize, 
books relating to the study of French 
will be given to the School library in 
the recipient’s name. Presented to 
Alannah Nathan.
THE JOHN P. PHELPS, JR. 
PRIZE: For accomplishment in the 
study of Spanish. Presented to 
Emily Shapcott.
THE BENJAMIN H. TRASK 
CLASSICS PRIZE: Established 
in 1946 by a gift from Benjamin 
H. Trask of the Class of 1907 for 
excellence in the study of classics. 
Presented to Ashley Duraiswamy. 
THE CHINESE LANGUAGE 
PRIZE: For accomplishment in 
the study of Chinese. Presented to 
Kate Partridge.
INDEPENDENCE FOUNDA-
TION PRIZE: Awarded for the 
best two or more years work in the 
study of history. Presented to Cath-
erine Levy.
THE WILLIAM MAYHEW 
DICKEY ’64 PRIZE: Given to 
that two-year student of history who 
has consistently demonstrated the 
qualities of scholarship, sportsman-
ship, and service that characterized 
the lifetime achievements of Will 
Dickey, Lawrenceville Class of 1964, 
and Master of History from 1978 
through 2005. Presented to Xavier 
Lacoste.
THE STERLING MORTON 
PRIZE: Awarded to a student of 
United States history who submit-
ted an outstanding research paper. 
Presented to Oliva Sieler.
FREE ENTERPRISE AWARD: 
For an economics essay that demon-
strates the greatest understanding of 
free enterprise and the free market 
system. Presented to Jeffrey Cai.
WALKER W. STEVENSON, JR. 
PRIZE: To honor a member of the 
class who has most distinguished 
himself or herself by the achieve-
ment of excellence in the study of 
economics. Presented to Dung Ninh 
“Johnny“ Nguyen. 
THE WENDELL HERTIG 
TAYLOR PRIZE: Presented to a 
member of the Fifth Form who has 
bridged the two worlds of science 
and the humanities. Presented to 
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Celebrating & Honoring Lawrenceville’s Departing Faculty
In The Lawrence’s Commencement Issue, the Features section pays tribute to faculty and staff, providing students 
the opportunity to celebrate members of the community who will be leaving at the end of the academic year. 

On my first day of classes at Lawrencev-
ille, I remember anxiously walking down 
the hallway of the main floor of Pop Hall 
for my F period Latin 2 class. A group of 
III Formers that I didn’t know huddled in 
front of the locked classroom door. Wor-
ried I was in the wrong place, I asked 
them if this was Ms. McMillan’s room. 

“It’s DMac. And yeah, this is her 
room. Are you scared of her yet?” 
Scared? What did they mean, scared? 

Before my first day of school nervousness 
transformed into a full blown panic, a woman 
wearing a brightly colored outfit whisked 
past us and unlocked the door, ushering us 
inside. A few potted plants and an impres-
sive collection of dictionaries decorated the 
middle of the Harkness table, and there was 
a bowl full of homemade muffins on top of 
a cabinet in the corner. I don’t remember 
DMac’s exact introduction, but I know it 
was enthusiastic and full of sarcastic jokes. 

I later learned that DMac earned her 
notorious reputation by dress-coding stu-
dents in the hallways, assigning challeng-
ing quizzes and infamous “pop tests,” and 
intimidating students during II Form 
meetings. Though I was mildly terrified 
to be in a classroom with older kids and a 
teacher who I was supposed to be afraid 
of, DMac made me feel instantly welcome. 

Although I only had DMac’s class my II 
Form year, she stopped by my current class-
room nearly every day to say “hi,” offer us 
some baked goods (or tell us “No, you can’t 
have any—they’re for my Latin 2 class!”), or to 
point out that someone was wearing leggings. 
I was lucky enough to travel to Morocco with 
DMac on a Harkness Travel program, which 
was one of the best experiences of my life. 
From sitting together during an eight-hour 
plane ride, to exploring Roman ruins, to eating 
lots and lots of bread, DMac’s infectious, ad-
venturous spirit made the trip unforgettable. 

As I’ve gotten to know DMac over the 
years, I’ve found that she is probably the most 
interesting person I’ve ever met. She is a dog 
lover, a marathon runner, a baker, a gram-
mar enthusiast, a knitter, and so much more. 
She loves to mess with people, but don’t let 
that fool you—she is incredibly caring and 
empathetic. She never fails to make people 
laugh and is always there when you need her. 

DMac, I know I speak for so many peo-
ple when I say that we will miss you so, so 
much. What are we going to do without your 
muffins next year? Thank you for making 
the past three years infinitely more vibrant, 
exciting, and memorable, and I know you 
will do amazing things at your next school. 

When I met Mr. Cull in my Foundations 
of Theater class, I thought he was insane. 
With crazy procedures about waiting in the 
“demi-lobby,” responding in red text, and 
properly formatting emails, it took me at 
least half a term to gauge the “method to his 
madness.” Everything he did was in pursuit 
of his “super objective”: to teach skills that 
students could apply to their “live lives.”

Every homework assignment taught the 
class to cater to one’s audience (the seventh 
element of theater) and every warm-up 
game—especially tag—was aimed at un-
derstanding conflict and relationship (un-
der imaginary circumstances). I still cannot 
watch a performance without critiquing 
every design or acting choice, and remem-
bering Mr. Cull’s silly memorization dances 
or mind tricks always makes me smile. De-
spite the late nights and endless rehearsals 
Mr. Cull has spent honing my acting, his 
dedication to preparing students for the real 
world has had the greatest impact on them.

I have treasured every moment hearing 
about Mr. Cull’s life, including his career as 
an all-star high school basketball player and 
homecoming king. In the infinite hours we 
have spent running Shakespearean mono-
logues in the Periwig Office, Mr. Cull has 
readily spewed out sonnets and relayed tales 
of his work as an English Shepherd. He 
has told me about living in Hell’s Kitchen, 
transposing all of his audition songs, and 
has frequently mentioned his callback for 
Brighton Beach Memoirs on Broadway. 

Most importantly though, Mr. Cull 
has made wonderful advancements for 
the theater program at Lawrenceville. 
When first adjusting to the School, Mr. 
Cull revived the annual musical start-
ing with She Loves Me. Mr. Cull brought 
Winterfest to the Lawrenceville BlackBox 
and pushed for the raked seats we know 
today. He originated a masque troupe 
on campus that eventually became Im-
pulse, and he has sent several students 
on their way to the country’s top theater 
schools. Without a doubt, everything Mr. 
Cull has done for Lawrencevillew theater 
will leave its trace for decades to come.

Mr. Cull, it’s  difficult to think about 
Lawrenceville without your offhanded 
jokes, firm critiques, or long-winded sto-
ries, and Lord knows how hard it will be to 
walk past your office, void of all its playbills, 
memorabilia, and assorted knick-knacks. 
From Hello Out There, to Shakespeare 
Competitions, to Sweeney Todd, you’ve cre-
ated tender and transformative memories 
that will last a lifetime. Please, take a bow.

If you know Ms. Santiago, you are well 
aware of how busy she is. Whether she is 
taking her daughter to softball practice, go-
ing to Blair Academy to pick up her son, in 
the House with her younger daughter and 
husband, or at the Mackenzie Administra-
tion Building conducting interviews for pro-
spective students, she is always on the move. 
Even with all she has on her plate, though, 
Ms. Santiago has always been there for me. 

While Ms. Santiago was my advisor in my 
II Form year, I like to tell people that she was 
also like my second mom. She welcomed me 
to Lawrenceville on my revisit day, helped 
me settle into my room in Dawes, and even 
invited me into her home multiple times. 

During preseason, I had planned to arrive 
on campus a day early to retrieve a couple of 
belongings from a friend’s house and asked 
Ms. Santiago if I could spend the night at 
her house.  As always, she said yes. When I 
arrived on campus, I quickly got out of the 
car, excited to see her and her family. She 
rushed over, embracing me in a huge hug 
and whispered, “I have something to tell 
you.” She had a huge smile on her face be-
fore telling me that she was getting married. 
I asked her when, and she said, “Tomor-
row!” I quickly realized I had arrived in the 
middle of a wedding, but the next day, I was 
both honored and thrilled to be the ring girl!
 As the year progressed, I became closer 
with Ms. Santigo through Latinos Uni-
dos. For the annual Community Potluck, 
a couple of friends and I decided to cook 
traditional Mexican food but we did not 
have enough time to buy the ingredients 
nor did we have a place to prepare the 
meal. Of course, Mrs. Santiago came to 
the rescue. She let us use her kitchen, and 
we spent a couple of hours cooking, laugh-
ing, and listening to Mexican music called 
Banda. We made gorditas and salsa, which 
turned out to be delicious, but we certainly 
could not have done it without her help. 

Aside from the many personal moments 
I’ve shared with Ms. Santiago, I know 
others have also shared similar experi-
ences.Her smile and positivity is infectious; 
whether a student catches her at admis-
sions in between a class, on the softball 
field, or in the House, she makes everyone 
feel as if they belong in our community. 

Ms. Santiago truly touched the hearts 
of everyone she met at Lawrenceville, and 
I know that she will continue to do the 
same moving forward. I wish you all the 
best in your future endeavors, Ms. San-
tiago, and please come visit often!  

ElliE DECarlo ’20

To be honest, I never liked math, and as-
sumed I never would. After a year in Dr. 
Brown’s Honors Statistics class, though, I 
found myself looking forward to math class. 
I knew that as soon as I walked into his class-
room, Dr. Brown would greet us with a smile, 
and I would leave the class the same way: 
smiling. Whether it was discussing his love 
for goats or actually doing math, Dr. Brown 
has never failed to teach us something new.

During our first week of class, Dr. Brown 
said, “challenges separate the goats from the 
sheep.” I thought it was something this odd 
statistics teacher was simply making up to 
convince us to do our homework, but I was 
wrong. That quote is something that will stay 
with me for a long time, and not just because 
of the never ending pictures of goats we 
were shown in class, but because Dr. Brown 
has truly taught me—as silly as it may 
sound—how to be a goat amongst sheep. 

From making fun of me for asking a lot 
of questions—and I do ask an absurd num-
ber—to playing “trashketball” to review for 
tests, Dr. Brown always made class engaging. 
I’ve never laughed harder in any other class—
especially that one day Dr. Brown got so ex-
cited about something, probably a goat pic-
ture, and fell out of his chair. He got up right 
away, though, and said, “The only thing hurt 
is my pride,” a much less embarrassed and 
composed reaction than we had expected. 
This just goes to show Dr. Brown’s character; 
no matter what happens, he always gets back 
up. He showed us that we can recover from 
anything, even something as embarrassing as 
falling out of a chair in front of 13 teenagers.

Beyond the laughs we shared, Dr. Brown 
taught me important life lessons that extend 
beyond the classroom. He emphasized that 
math is more than just numbers, but rather, 
a powerful way of learning more about our-
selves. He taught us to never stop pushing 
ourselves and making real-world connec-
tions from problems, allowing us to come 
out smarter and stronger on the other side. 
 Dr. Brown, on behalf of all students who 
have been lucky enough to have been taught 
by you or been in your company, thank you. 
Thank you for making us feel comfort-
able in the face of hardship. Thank you for 
making us smile even on the cloudiest day 
at school.  Thank you for being one of the 
best teachers I have ever had the pleasure 
of being taught by. And finally, thank you 
for teaching me and inspiring me to be a 
goat every single day. I will miss you so 
much, and I cannot thank you enough for 
the impact you have left not only on me, 
but on the entire Lawrenceville community. 

Chair of the Language Department 
Devondra McMillan_________

Mathematics Master 
Timothy Brown H’84 ’04 P’04 ’08_________

Director of  Theater
 Christopher Cull P’20_________

Associate Dean of Admission 
Vicky Santiago_________

Timothy Brown

HannaH WElsH ’21 ZaCk FinnaCHio ’21 CoCo sanDoval ’22

Devondra McMillan Christopher Cull Vicky Santiago
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Assistant Dean of Admission & Boys Varsity Lacrosse Coach

Faculty Tributes
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In August of 2018, I ar-
rived at Lawrenceville for 
preseason, preparing to start 
my journey as a Lawren-
tian and as a member of the 
Varsity Football team. I had 
travelled many hours to get 
to campus, and I was ready 
to dive headfirst into a to-
tally unfamiliar environment 
and culture. Similarly, Coach 
Frechette was also coming to 
Lawrenceville from across the 
country to be a Boys Varsity 
Football Assistant Coach. As 
a new IV Former, although 
I didn’t work with Coach 
Frechette one-on-one fre-
quently, he was always a loud 
and energetic, and everyone 
on the football field knew 
how much he cared for us. 
It was also great to see him 
during the spring, albeit on 
the wrong sideline during our 

lacrosse games vs. Princeton 
Day School. Needless to say, 
I was surprised but excited to 
hear that he would be return-
ing the following year both as 
an Assistant Football coach 
and the new Head Coach of 
the Boys Varsity Lacrosse 
team. 

This fall, I changed posi-
tions, so I worked with Coach 
Frechette one-on-one more 
than anyone else on our foot-
ball staff. Though practice and 
training were physically de-
manding, his coaching never 
made practice mentally ex-
hausting, and he helped me 
through many stressful mo-
ments. Playing under Coach 
Frechette reminded me to fo-
cus on what I can control, and 
while he had few opportuni-
ties to coach us during the la-
crosse season, anyone who has 
played under him can attest to 
how much how much our suc-

cess means to him. Through 
preseason lacrosse meetings, 
Coach Frechette voiced the 
importance of being a great 
man and a role model before 
an athlete. He instilled the 
ideals of hard work and cama-
raderie, both on and off the la-
crosse field. Coach Frechette, 
thank you for believing in me 
and reminding me to enjoy 
every moment out on the field. 

Chris heCkel’20

Elbert Liang
History Master

 When our class first 
learned that Mr. Liang would 
be our teacher for Forces That 
Shaped the Modern World, 
we didn’t know what to ex-
pect. We had heard about him 
from older students, though, 
and every single person spoke 
highly of him. When we 
walked into his class for the 
first time, all of those expec-
tations were not only met, but 
also surpassed. From his kind, 
warm-hearted personality to 
memorable jokes, Mr. Liang 
is more than a teacher, but 
a friend—a person who we 
could joke around with on a 
more personal level. 

Mr. Liang is loved by many 

for being a person to lean on 
during their existential crises, 
both in the classroom and life 
in general. His jovial attitude, 
witty personality, and signa-
ture deadpans never fail to 
make us laugh; in fact, when 
Mr. Liang heard the word 
‘simp’ for the first time, he 
was amused by the specific-
ity of the word and did not 
quite understand its context. 
He proceeded to ask a teacher 
nearby if he was a simp: she 
was taken aback, much to the 
amusement of all the stu-
dents in the room.

Although Mr. Liang ran 
from House-to-House rep-
ping blue, green, and yellow, 
everyone—from the swim-
ming pool to the classroom—

loves him, and he will always 
have a special place in our 
hearts here at Lawrenceville. 
We wish you all the best for 
your future endeavors, Mr. 
Liang!

lina Olazabal ’22 & 
Yendi FOO ’22

  Courtesy of The Lawrenceville School

Sunho Park
Science Teaching Fellow

Despite his first-class-of-
the-year nerves, Mr. Park 
managed to establish an in-
stant sense of comfort and 
trust in his classroom. His 
welcoming smile and sunny 
disposition always made class 
something to look forward to. 
He taught us more than just 
Newton’s Laws or intermolec-
ular forces; he taught us to be 
excited to participate without 
the fear of being wrong. From 
posing his famous “Question 
of the Day” to getting so off 
topic that we discussed the 
theory of the universe instead 
of learning how the periodic 
table was organized, Mr. Park 
made every single class engag-
ing and enjoyable. 

He fostered relationships 
with his students and empha-
sized the value of patience and 

respect. Mr. Park was not only 
an incredible teacher but also 
an immediate friend to anyone 
who entered his classroom. 
Whether students were suffer-
ing from an existential crises 
in class (purely science-relat-
ed) or crying over stress dur-
ing Monday night study hall 
in the Cleve House, Mr. Park 
always responded to his stu-
dents with genuine care and 
support that goes above and 
beyond his role as a teacher. 

Mr. Park, you have pro-
foundly impacted all of your 
students and Lawrenceville as 
a whole, and we want to thank 
you for inspiring us and push-
ing us to grow both in and 
out of the classroom. Law-
renceville will absolutely not 
be the same without you, but 
know that you are leaving the 
School better than you found 
it. We will miss your huge 
smiles and waves in the hall, 

your goofy jokes during class, 
and your contagious positiv-
ity. Even though we wish you 
could stay, we are confident 
that you will do incredible 
things wherever life takes you. 
Keep smiling, laughing, and 
befriending anyone and every-
one you meet—and don’t for-
get to keep in touch! We can’t 
wait to hear of your successes!

  Courtesy of The Lawrenceville School

Felicia Aikens
Asst. Dean of Admission & Asst. Director of Multicultural

 Affairs for Campus Life

I was lucky enough to have 
started my journey on Diver-
sity Council (DivCo) the very 
same year that we welcomed 
Ms. Aikens to the Lawrencev-
ille community. Although I am 
sad to have only known know 
Ms. Kim-Senior for a few 
weeks before she left, I was 
excited by the idea of starting 
fresh and working closely with 
a brand new faculty member. 

I first met Ms. Aikens dur-
ing DivCo preseason at the 
beginning of my III Form 
year. Everyone on DivCo was 
nervous; we were unsure of 
what ideas and energy she 
would bring with her and 
how she would interact with 
us. Luckily, she won all of 
our hearts in our first meet-
ing by greeting us with Di-
vCo’s signature Indian food: 
naan, samosas, biriyani. Since 

then, Ms. Aikens has proven 
time and time again that she 
is incredibly dedicated to pro-
moting diversity, equity, and 
inclusion (DEI), and her en-
ergizing spirit has encouraged 
me to step out of my comfort 
zone, speak out, and be vulner-
able around others. The doors 
to her office in the Macken-
zie Administration Building 
were always open, and she has 
served as a constant voice for 
the student body. 

My favorite memory with 
Ms. Aikens was attending the 
Student Diversity Leadership 
Conference the winter of my 
III Form year. In Nashville, 
five other girls and I bonded 
with her as we explored the 
city through tasting its staple 
Hot Chicken and Waffles, 
listening to life-changing 
speeches from people like 
Christian Picollini, a reformed 
white supremacist, and con-

versed endlessly about what 
we learned about both our-
selves and each other through-
out the conference. While I’m 
sad that we won’t be finishing 
our DivCo journeys together, 
Ms. Aikens, it’s clear that you 
have inspired every single 
member of the Council  and 
left a powerful legacy at Law-
renceville. 

lilY sChweinFurth ’22 &
MOna shetYe ’22

esha akhtar ’21

Daren Starnes
Chair of the Mathematics Department

While we had seen his 
name at the top of Math 
Department emails, an-
nouncements, and re-
minders, we first met Mr. 
Starnes in person this year 
in B Period Honors Calcu-
lus-Based Probability and 
Statistics (HCBPS). From 
monitoring our homework 
peer review as the “nota-
tion police” to providing 
clear explanations in his 
entertaining Loom videos, 
Mr. Starnes has kept care-
ful vigil from the corner 
of the classroom since day 
one. He constantly chal-
lenges us to think beyond 
the bare requirements of 
the course and question 
the real-world meanings 
and applications of our 
work. His wisdom as an 
accomplished mathemati-

kYlan tatuM ’21 &
katie li ’21

cian and his tireless guid-
ance throughout the year 
have been invaluable to our 
growth as students (There 
was a reason we kept call-
ing him Dr. Starnes by ac-
cident!). Mr. Starnes has 
made Calc-Based Stats one 
of our favorite classes this 
year, and we’ve learned a 
lot about statistics––as well 
as the origins of M&M’s. 
He’s the smartest person 
we know who cites Wiki-
pedia to teach his students 
about candy.

Mr. Starnes is truly an 
essential part of the Math 
Department and the Law-
renceville community. His 
dry and witty sense of hu-
mor made for a great start 
to our Thursday mornings, 
and we’re sad to see our 
time together with Mr. 
Starnes come to a close. We 
pity those who will have to 
go through statistics with-

out him! Mr. Starnes, thank 
you for your kindness and 
wisdom, and for always 
entertaining us, even over 
Zoom. It’s been a great 
year in HCBPS. We hope 
you are enjoying the South 
Carolina weather, and we 
will miss you dearly next 
year!

From B Period HCBPS 
2019-20

  Courtesy of The Lawrenceville School

Grace Megaffin
Associate Dean of Admission

I spent my first three years 
at Lawrenceville Megaf-
fin-less, but I am glad that 
changed! Ms. Megaffin, 
known to many as “Mega-
ff,” came to be my advisor 
and the Stephens Assistant 
Housemaster only this year. 
We welcomed Megaff to 
Stephens after completing 
a scavenger hunt to discover 
who would be our new As-
sistant Housemaster. We 
were all excited that night, 
but we had no idea how 
many amazing memories 
with Megaff we had ahead 
of us.

I could not be more 
thankful that our paths con-
verged. As my advisor, Ms. 
Megaffin has been a source 
of constant support. Ev-
ery advisee lunch, she’d ask 
us how things were going, 
and it was easy to tell how 
much she cared for us. She 
even welcomed her advi-

sees into her apartment for 
a delicious home-cooked 
meal and watched The Of-
fice with us. In the House, 
Megaff and her dog, Ryman, 
have been a duty duo that 
everyone looked forward 
to. A few nights a week, she 
can be found sitting on the 
floor in the first floor hall-
way, smiling and ready to 
check us in. These check-ins, 
even now that they are held 
on Zoom, often lead to fun 
conversations about any-
thing from child prodigies 
to birdwatching to Timber-
lane Middle School—our 
shared alma mater. 

As a prefect, I often 
turned to Megaff to discuss 
how things were going in 
the House, and her dedica-
tion to making Stephens a 
home for every girl in the 
House often inspired me 
when I grew tired or frus-
trated.

Megaff, you truly know 
how to be there when some-

one is struggling and how 
to lift their spirits. You are 
an incredible motivator and 
bring out the best in every 
Stephenite, athlete, and ad-
visee.  You are as kind as you 
are fun, and you are both a 
comforting and an energiz-
ing presence in the House. 
We will miss you in Ste-
phens and at Lawrenceville 
next year, but we wish you, 
Ryman, and all of your Sims 
the best!

CarOlYn king ’20

  Courtesy of The Lawrenceville School

  Courtesy of The Lawrenceville School
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Brent Ferguson 
Faculty Tributes

Mathematics Master

Stella Leach

“Close your eyes, take a breath, and 
think about people that you love.” This was 
our usual mantra before taking any quiz 
in our Honors Calculus BC (Calc BC) 
class with Mr. Ferguson (or Ferg, as we 
called him). I imagined my family back in 
Ukraine, whom I deeply missed. Then, I 
thought of all the reasons that brought me 
to Lawrenceville as a new IV Former: in-
tellectual challenges, academic rigor, and 
personal growth. Besides teaching us the 
intricacies of mathematical analysis, Ferg 
never let us forget why we are here and 

what we want to accomplish. Without a 
doubt, getting to know him has been an in-
credibly rewarding and humbling experience. 

After my first class with Ferg, I knew I had 
never met anyone as passionate about math 
as he is, and more importantly, someone so 
dedicated to teaching the subject. He never 
limited our curriculum to what we needed 
to know for the Advanced Placement (AP) 
exam, but rather, he explained new concepts 
outside the context of math. I think everyone 
who took Calc BC with Ferg will be able to 
remember his class on the Fundamental The-
orem of Calculus. “Who you will become in 
the future is who you are today plus all the 

changes that will happen to you tomorrow.” 
He not only taught us derivatives, integrals, 
and their proofs, but also provided us a new 
lens through which we could view the world. 

Outside of class, Ferg had always been 
there to support us all. Whether it was con-
versations about the gaps in my academic 
coursework, difficulties interpreting calculus 
in a real-world context, or simply feeling 
homesick, Ferg never failed to give me the 
right advice for any moment of joy or sadness. 

Thank you, Ferg, for helping us prob-
lem solve outside of math class and teach-
ing us to remember who we are and 
where we come from. We will miss you. 

French Master
of the House first. From cooking the Sat-
urday night feed to lending an ear at the 
duty desk to dancing with us to the Jo-
nas Brothers’ greatest hits, I know I can 
speak for all 45 of us that your dedica-
tion and love for our House is unmatched.

The Ms. Leach I came to know in the 
House became Madame Leach in French 
class. Even if French wasn’t your favorite 
subject, you loved French with Madame 
Leach. There was never a dull moment; a 
typical day consisted of watching a popular 
French music video, taking personality tests, 
fervently debating (in French, of course) the 
correct pronunciation of “bouteille,” and the 
occasional crawling inside of the hole in the 

middle of the Harkness table for discussions. 
I’ll always remember the small mo-

ments we’ve shared from the House to 
the classroom. Whether it was a simple 
wave and a smile as she sped past on her 
bike to the casual conversations we had on 
our way back to the Crescent, Ms. Leach 
was always thinking of us and genu-
inely cared about how we were doing. 

Ms. Leach, I’m lucky to have crossed 
paths with you, and your warm pres-
ence around campus is irreplaceable. 
Thank you so much for being an incred-
ible Housemaster, teacher, coach, on-
campus mom, and friend. I wish you 
the very best on your next adventure! 

At the beginning of this school year, Cart-
er took a House bonding trip to the Amaz-
ing Escape Room in Princeton. I, along with 
some of my fellow Hummingbirds, were in 
a room with Ms. Leach. As we scrambled 
for evidence to escape before the other 
groups, a piece of wood fell suddenly with 
a loud crack. Instinctively, I screamed while 
grabbing Ms. Leach’s arm as she jumped 
back, laughing as well. Throughout my time 
at Lawrenceville, Ms. Leach has been, both 
figuratively and literally, our support system. 

As the Carter Assistant Housemaster, 
Ms. Leach has consistently put the needs 

Sarah Pearl Heard
English Teaching Fellow

Marta Baziuk ’20

Jacqueline chen ’21

The first time I met Ms. Heard was at the 
first Stephens House meeting of the year. 
The first time I spoke to her, I referred to 
her as the “new Ms. Stitt” because she was 
a duty master in Stephens and taught dance. 
She immediately corrected me, saying “I’m 
not the new anybody. I’m just me.” I didn’t 
know at that moment that over the course 
of her time at Lawrenceville, Ms. Heard 
would grow to be one of my favorite peo-
ple. In the fall of my III Form year, I had 
the privilege of interacting with Ms. Heard 
during her nights on duty, in the classroom, 
and in her Afrobeat dance classes. At a min-

imum, I saw her at least eight times a week, 
so I was bound to become close to her. 

In English, she helped me cultivate my 
writing skills while occasionally satisfy-
ing my sweet tooth with Mexican candy. 
In dance, I heard some of my favorite 
Afrobeat music for the first time, often 
watching as Ms. Heard taught the class 
hip isolations to “Pana” and “Joanna,” 
and complex choreography to “Work It.”

In addition to learning from her in the 
dance studio, I also had the opportu-
nity to spend time with her in the House.  
During her nights on duty she often dis-
cussed her passion for writing and poetry 
and even helped me practice for the Po-

etry Out Loud competition. I’ve gotten 
to hear about her time at Yale University, 
watch her knit scarves, and eat her deli-
cious baked goods. I constantly tease her 
about going to Yale when another college 
in her hometown was offering her a full 
ride, but I know that Yale meant a lot to 
her because of its writing opportunities. 

Anytime I complained about another 
teacher or needed advice on friendships, 
she always knew exactly what to say. 
From the duty room to the dance floor, 
thank you, Ms. Heard, for playing a vi-
tal role in my Lawrenceville experience. 
I can’t wait to hear about your future en-
deavors, and I will miss you very much!

Bernice hightower ’21

Kayla Corcoran
History Master 

While all students receive a 24-hour 
pass each trimester, I’ve never liked us-
ing mine. The same held true for my 
first paper in Forces that Shaped the 
Modern World, which entailed drafting 
an outline and writing two paragraphs 
about the Aztecs. Although the assign-
ment wasn’t very difficult, I still couldn’t 
phrase together two clear sentences. 
Careful and considerate though, Ms. 
Corcoran helped me through my array 
of ideas and pushed me to write a more 
nuanced thesis statement during consul-
tation. She even told me to not “let the 

perfect be the enemy of the good” and to 
focus on creating robust arguments, not 
the minor details. On that Friday morn-
ing, she genuinely tried to understand my 
struggles and offered advice that would 
help me move past my writer’s block. 

I began to realize her compassion more 
and more as the year went on. Whether it 
be her classroom cookie jar or her deci-
sion to play “Heads Up” the day before 
Winter Break, she always took the extra 
step to brighten up our days. Even though 
classes are held online at the current mo-
ment, she still asks a “Question of the 
Day” in hopes of connecting with us de-
spite our physical distance apart. Most im-

portantly, she is deeply committed to her 
students, often offering to read papers on 
Sunday afternoons and hand back com-
ments in the Kennedy pod during lunch.
 As a dutymaster in Kennedy, she of-
fered us Pop-Tarts, brownies, and 
other delicious treats that never failed 
to put a smile on our faces. Her gen-
erosity and caring spirit, without 
a doubt, goes wherever she goes. 

Ms. Corcoran, thank you for encour-
aging students to reach their fullest po-
tential and for being a constant source 
of support beyond the walls of the class-
room. We wish you the best for the fu-
ture, and you will certainly be missed!

Matthew kutaM ’22

Courtesy of The Lawrenceville SchoolBrent Ferguson 

Courtesy of The Lawrenceville SchoolSarah Pearl Heard

Courtesy of The Lawrenceville SchoolKayla Corcoran 

Courtesy of The Lawrenceville SchoolStella Leach 
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Not Forgotten! Honoring Spring Dance Concert 2020
It was my III Form year’s Spring 

Dance Concert (SDC) when I tore 
my metatarsals, three days before the 
show. I remember sitting on a table 
in the trainer’s room the following 
afternoon. All I could make out was 
my blood rushing up to my temples, 
the frantic pulses thumping at the 
groove of my neck. Bags of ice rested 
on the back of my right foot, but I 
had retreated too far in shock to be 
able to react to the chill that settled. 
After alternating between icing and 
trying to rotate the bones, the train-
ers came to a conclusion. For a mi-
nor fracture, resting was the simplest 
way to recover, but as long as the 
pain and the pressure was manage-
able, I could carry on with the per-
formance. That evening, I cried in 
the arms of a close friend, not 
out of pain or distress, but a 
shameful sense of frustration, 
hopelessness, and despair. For 
once, despite all the lessons 
Lawrenceville teaches us to be 
skillful and adaptable, I was without 
options. There was a show in two 
days, and dammit, I was going to be 
on that stage. 

In the grand scheme of things, a 
fractured metatarsal isn’t a hor-
rible injury. But being a dancer 

Throughout my  few years at 
Lawrenceville, I have both physi-
cally and mentally dedicated my-
self to promoting performing arts. I 
was the SDC Representative my IV 
Form year. Think of me as the per-
son who wrote the emails, scheduled 
meetings, and coordinated public 
relations elements. I had a hand in 
every step of the administrative pro-
cess. Being the SDC Representative 
brought me closer with Director of 
Dance Derrick Wilder, who revealed 

to me a new side to this produc-
tion. It was tiring, but I loved it. 
It helped me understand why 

we love this event so 
much, year 

at Lawrenceville, SDC is perhaps 
the only time of the year when we 
are truly celebrated. We don’t have 
weekly games or historic rivalries. 
We don’t see ourselves featured as 
Athletes of the Week or see our 
names etched onto the walls of the 
Lavino Field House. We rehearse, 
practice, and train in our little cor-
ner on campus. But that all changes 
for one weekend, when the hint of 
summer spreads across campus and 
the Kirby Arts Center (KAC) lights 

stay illuminated as the night 
falls. For two nights, my 

wish for the arts to be 
appreciated by our 

communi-
ty is an-
swered.

IngrId Xu ’20

2019-2020 Wrapped: Lawrenceville in Art and Poetry

On March 23, 2020
I received a notification 

it was from the Sentinel app
telling me that I forgot to check in 

my chest tightens 
I wish I had

but I didn’t because I wasn’t on campus.

I stared at the notification 
thinking about what I should be doing 

my arms would be full of clothes 
that I’d be putting away in my dresser 
music would be bouncing off the walls

from my roommate’s JBL speaker 
and a duty master would be knocking 

on my door to do second check-in.

I would be in room 212 in McPherson 
in Lawrenceville, New Jersey. 

but I wasn’t—I was on 26th St 
in Cicero, Illinois.

I didn’t click on the notification 
I didn’t open the message 

and I haven’t. 

The message from Sentinel remains 
unopened and unread 

I wouldn’t open the message 
until I’m back on campus when I can “check in”

I’ll respond and tell Lawrenceville that I’m back.

I’ll being sending a message 
to a machine but something will know 
that I made it back to Lawrenceville. 

until then I’ll keep a single notification on my messages 
reminding me that I still have something to do— 

go home. 

Kate Partridge ’20: Chapel

Rania Shah ’23: The Bath House

Sally Lee ’23: The Bowl

Elyssa Chou ’20: GCAD Prints

Item on the To Do List
natalIa Ibarra ’20

after year. As a production open to 
all members of the community, it is 
inspiring to see people from a variety 
of backgrounds come together. You 
don’t need to be a trained dancer to 
participate. From the moment you 
step into the KAC lobby during au-
dition nights to the final bow as the 
red curtains fall to a close, SDC wel-
comes you to its family.

The dance community is small on 
campus, so being able to share our 
passion with others is gratifying. 
As a dance team captain this year, I 

learned to navigate the intrica-
cies of a 

team dynamic. The times we spent 
together quietly let me forget the 
pressures of Lawrenceville, even if it 
was for one short hour. That is the 
beauty of dance. 

I don’t know when I’ll dance 
again. When I came home to Van-
couver two months ago, I turned 
to dance because I needed to rem-
edy the emptiness that I had expe-
rienced. However it felt so wrong, 
dancing alone in my carpeted base-
ment to my SDC song playing softly 
from my phone. So I stopped. I don’t 
have any plans to pursue dance fur-
ther when I head to college, as being 
a professional dancer isn’t a dream of 
mine; however, the lessons I learned 
from dance, from SDC, and from 
the people who created this brief ha-
ven are lessons that can’t be taught 
around the Harkness table. My 
experiences prompted a source of 
dedication, a drive to persevere, and 
a sense of humility. For that, I will 
be eternally grateful to the teach-

ers and friends who made it all 
possible. This pandemic took 
away things from all of us, and 
for me, it was the celebration of 
my journey with dance. Perhaps 
the greatest gift that SDC 2020 

could have given me was one 
last chance to enjoy the 

spotlight.
Stephanie Xu ’23/the LaWRenCe
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Different Instruments, Same Music

The concept of Midday Music was 
fascinating to me when I first arrived 
on campus. A student concert—of 
primarily solos, no less—in the middle 
of the day? Of course, it was a matter 
of only days before I signed up for 
the earliest one available, curious to 
experience one for myself. 

When the date of the concert finally 
arrived, I was struck by the familiarity 
of the event. The performers were 
dressed formally, but the students 
were mostly in class dress, and Henry 
Golub’s ’18 cheerful demeanor as 
Performing Arts Master Matthew 
Campbell lent a conviviality to the 
show starkly contrasted with my 
past experiences at concerts. I loved 
it. Middays became something to 
look forward to each month, and I 
was fortunate to be able to perform 
in a fair few. My unexpectedly final, 
but favorite performance at the 
School ended up being a Midday 
duet with Gunn Wanavejkul ’20 
in the Chapel; I wouldn’t have had 
it any other way. What struck me 

most was how different it felt to 
play in the Chapel. I’d played in 
orchestra concerts, and sung with the 
Lawrenceville Singers at Lessons and 
Carols, but that Midday Music was 
different. It was small, with maybe 
30 attendees, if not less. Gunn and 
I had been practicing for weeks, and 
I was slightly anxious before the 
performance;  but, the moment the 
first person began singing, my other 
concerns dissolved. I’ve always liked 
the Chapel, and Clark Music Center, 
for that sense of solitariness.

Midday Music wasn’t the only 
new musical experience I had at 
Lawrenceville. In elementary school, 
I’d been part of the choir for a time 
until I’d dropped it in favor of joining 
the orchestra. I’d always wanted to 
sing in a choir again, and this past 
fall, Lawrenceville provided me with 
that opportunity. Ms. Heimes rather 
graciously accepted my sudden desire 
to sing as a senior, and welcomed me 
into the Lawrenceville Singers three 
weeks into the Term. My Wednesday 
mornings began alternating between 
playing an instrument I was familiar 

with, in Dresdner Hall,  and relearning 
one that I’d once known better, 
in Behr. I remember feeling a 
mild apprehension before my first 
rehearsal, an uncertainty about 
whether I was making the right 
decision in deciding to suddenly 
branch out like this in my last year 
at the School, whether it would be 
awkward being the only V Former in 
the ensemble, whether I really wanted 
to try to sing so much that I’d give up 
that time in which I could be playing 
the double bass. But singing in that 
choir ended up giving me everything 
I’d ever wanted from it—the feeling of 
progression, the sense of community, 
and simple, sheer joy—and after that 
first rehearsal, I never looked back. 
One of the greatest experiences I’ve 
had at Lawrenceville was not being 
a member of the audience during 
Lessons and Carols, but singing to 
all the people as a performer.

Lawrenceville music has given me 
many other things: memories from 
Explorations opportunities when I 
was new to the school; the technical 
knowledge to help organize events 
with Allegro Council; chances to 
learn jazz and piano, with the help 
and guidance of my peers. I’ve better 
understood the universal reach of 
music, as I watched our performances 
at Morris Hall, Clover Meadows, and 
the Lawrence Senior Center bridge 
the gap between us and members 
of our greater, senior community. 
But most of all, and maybe most 
importantly, I’ve come to better 
understand what music is, what it 
means to me, and what it can be and 
can come to mean in my life and 
others’ lives. And for all of that, I’m 
so very happy, and thankful, that I had 
the chances to explore music here at 
Lawrenceville.

Praneel Chakraborty ’20

Words From a 139th Editor: It’s All About Arts 

Full Circle
StePhanie owuSu ’20

I like to sort out my Lawrenceville 
memories by year. I look back and 
I organize my time on campus 
according to the school year in 
which it took place, partitioning my 
memories into the silos of freshman, 
sophomore, junior, and senior years. 
Sometimes, I’ll organize my time 
at Lawrenceville according to term, 
reflecting on key moments that define 
each of the trimesters. I’ll even sort 
my memories according to the days 
or weeks in which they occurred. 

Not often do I organize my 
memories by the hour. But with 
arts, I can. As I frighteningly 
realize that I officially say goodbye 
to Lawrenceville – my home and 
life for the past four years – on 
Sunday, I cannot help but reflect 
on my devotion to arts on campus. 
Mr. Palmer often makes a point to 
highlight the hundreds of hours that 
the senior class of Lawrentians has 
devoted to the choir. I still find it 
incredibly difficult to fathom that I 
have spent hundreds (hundreds!) of 
hours just in Clark Music Center’s 
Behr Hall alone, from III Form year 
E-Periods to Wednesday mornings’ 
Lawrenceville Singers.

It is even more humbling to 
think that those hours make up 
just a fraction of my total arts 
involvement, time that has been 
incredibly influential in shaping my 

time at Lawrenceville and my overall 
personal development. Sure, I was 
in the traditional Lawrenceville arts 
scene. I acted in the Fall Musical, 
directed for Winterfest, and danced 
in the Spring Dance Concert. Our 
on-campus acapella groups Larries 
and Voicemale built some of my 
strongest friendships. I even was 
an orchestra kid until, much to the 
dismay of Mr. Roeckle, quitting 
after III Form year. Yet, the arts 
have truly extended into every corner 
of my Lawrenceville life, merging 
itself with academic, athletic, and 
extracurricular pursuits. My time as 
both writer and Board member of The 
Lawrence provided myself and others 
a platform to express their connection 
to the arts. For two Terms as Arts 
Editor, I spent many long and late 
nights in the basement of Fathers 
Building pursuing that mission. 
Browsing online, desperate to find 
creative topics while meticulously 
combing through each millimeter 
of text box alignment on InDesign 
layouts, these actions represented the 
silent, stressful, behind the scenes 
world to an honorable title of Board 
member. 

 Academically, my favorite Spanish 
course, Spanish Master Ayllón-
Nuñez’s “Muralists of Mexico,” was 
rooted in the historical and artistic 
analysis of the influential Mexican 
muralism movement. The arts at 
Lawrenceville also took me abroad, 
across the pond to the Edinburgh 

Fringe Festival, the world’s largest 
performing arts festival. Our visit to 
the Tate Modern, one of London’s 
most famous museums of modern 
art, inspired one of my most powerful 
college supplemental essays on the 
importance of public and accessible 
art in society. 

My first Lawrenceville arts 
experience was seeing the 2016 Fall 
Musical Cinderella my II Form year. 
I walked into the Kirby Arts Center 
(KAC), excited to support one of my 
prefects who was playing the lead. 
Little did I know that I would leave 
in absolute awe. Everything from the 
set and lighting design to the acting 
and singing were simply immaculate. 

It was a professional experience; it 
represented a vibrant community I 
knew I had to be a part of.

Arts offer potential as an avenue for 
something new, something unique, 
something special. However, when 
budget cuts happen, whether at a 
school or in the federal governmental, 
the arts are always the first to go. My 
time at Lawrenceville has shown me 
just how that arts play a critical role 
in each of our lives, serving as an 
outlet for our primal human desire 
for creative expression. Art doesn’t 
exist as isolated pieces or bodies 
of work; rather, they influence all 
aspects of life, reaching well beyond 
the borders of their frame or the edge 

of the stage. Their beauty touches 
human emotions and their messages 
promote reflection. 

 From the long days and nights I 
spent wandering the hidden halls and 
corridors of the KAC during musical 
tech week to my time this winter 
choreographing for SDC 2020, 
from singing in the Edith Memorial 
Chapel to Behr Hall, from Allegro 
Shows to Kirby Music Festivals, from 
playing Mercutio in my freshman 
Shakespeare production of Romeo 
and Juliet to becoming the Beadle this 
year in Sweeney Todd, I am eternally 
grateful for all that the arts have 
given me over my four years here. 
Thank you.

Deven kinney ’20

Chakraborty played the double bass. Courtesy of The Lawrenceville School

Kinney [left] acted in the Fall Musical Sweeny Todd. Courtesy of The Lawrenceville School

To the Class of 2020

We entered the circle
Surrounded by the Bowl bricks
Surrounded by new beginnings
Surrounded by a new community

We grew in the circle
Planting roots 
Planting seed of knowledge
Planted at the Harkness table

We captured joy in the circle
Enveloped by reverberating house cheers
Enveloped by vibrant dining hall conversations
Enveloped by the camaraderie of team huddles

We leave our circle
Each taking a new path
Each carrying the ever engrained lessons
Each leaving an unspoken and powerful legacy

But regardless

We came full circle
Encapsulated by the memories
To a walk a path that is lined
With virtue that will forever grow green

We leave our circle
Spread apart by seas
To see a world plagued
By uncertainty

But regardless

We came full circle
A sphere of influence
A network of Lawrentians
A powerful, full 
Revolution
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Spring Sports Captains Offer Their Final Words
Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, 

Lawrenceville athletes did not have 
the opportunity to display their 
talent and competitive spirit in 
the spring 2020 season. This was 
particularly disappointing for V 
Form athletes, who were looking 
forward to their final outings for 
Big Red. In order to focus on the 
positive athletic communities we 
have built, and not on what we lost 
this past season, the spring teams’ 
captains reflect on what they’ve 
learned from and enjoyed during 
their time with their teams.

Boys Varisty Lacrosse
Captain: Will Deskey ’20

After reflecting on the four years 
I’ve spent in the Lawrenceville Boys 
Lacrosse program, I’ve realized that 
the lacrosse team is special because 
of its sense of fraternity. The team’s 
camaraderie is unique and fuels our 
on-field success. Although I have 
many fond memories of playing on 
the Fisher Turf Field in front of my 
classmates on Saturday afternoons, 

my favorite moments were the 
playing on Sunday mornings 
during captain’s practices and being 
in the locker room before games. 
The fact that all of us are friends off 
the field makes playing the game 
we love that much more fulfilling. 
My teammates will be my friends 
for life. I’ll look forward to staying 
in touch with them, throughout 
college and beyond.

Girls Varsity Lacrosse
Captains: Grace Faircloth ’20, 

Natalie Schur ’20, and Olivia 
Koch ’20

We have all made some of our 
best memories at Lawrenceville 
throughout our time spent as a part 
of the Big Red Lacrosse (BRLAX) 
program. Whether it was the 
constant team camaraderie on and 
off the field, the chase for Triple 
Crown titles, the unbreakable 
Splash alliance, or the countless 
funny moments in the locker room 
and on the bus, we always felt the 
spirit of BRLAX and have grown 
so much together over these past 

four years. We are so grateful for 
each moment spent with the team 
and will cherish this time forever!

Boys Varsity Baseball
Captains: Chris Conyers ’20 

and Jake Simpson ’20
This spring was supposed to be 

a great season for Lawrenceville 
baseball, and it was beyond 
disappointing for everyone on the 
team when we realized we were 
not going to have the opportunity 
to play together. I think the bond 
we shared as a team and the fun 
we had everyday together was 
what made losing the season so 
upsetting. Looking back on the 
last four years, one of the most 
memorable times for the team 
was last year during the month of 
May, because we came together as 
a team and different guys started 
playing really well. May became 
“Our Month,” and we all seemed 
to play harder for each other during 
the last stretch of the season. We 
ended our season by beating Blair 
by 10 runs in just four innings in 

the Mid-Atlantic Prep League 
(MAPL) playoffs, which was one 
of the most memorable games for 
current V formers, including us 
captains.

Girls Varsity Softball
Captains: Emily Matcham ’20, 

Ciara Hoover ’20, and Maddie 
Zeleznik ’20

We will miss you.
We would do anything to have 

one more practice with you guys, 
but we’re excited to see what you 
do next. 

We’ll always remember the 
music, late nights spent on buses 
back to campus, and snuggle 
puddles on Big Joe. These memories 
last forever in our hearts and they 
live on through you all. We have 
no doubt that you all will come 
back next year stronger than we’ve 
ever been, and even as the team 
changes, the love will always stay 
the same. Continue with the locker 
room dance parties, the Chipotle 
dinners, the game day Dunkin 
Donuts runs, the eye black psyches. 

Continue being the amazing team 
we know and love.

Although we can’t be on the field 
with you again, we will all forever 
be a part of the Big Red Varsity 
Softball (BRVSB) family. Never 
let that bond die.

Boys Varsity Crew
Captains: Sal Natale ’20 and 

Andrew Tokarski ’20
No team on campus has a better 

culture than the Lawrenceville 
Crew. Each member consistently 
puts in hours of taxing training 
which has not only shaped his 
fitness but also his character. Every 
man in the Lawrenceville Crew is 
resilient, responsible, and respected. 
We overcome obstacles together. 
We push one another to be better. 
We have each other’s backs. 

Despite all the hard work, we still 
know how to have fun too. Some 
of the best memories come from 
bus games like Sha-booyah Roll 
Call, True Love, Touch The Roof, 
and Send One Back. 

Even though we won’t be a part 

of the team next year, the lessons 
we’ve learned and the memories 
we’ve made with the Lawrenceville 
Crew will always stick with us. Best 
of luck next year!

Girls Varsity Crew
Captains: Samika Hariharan ’20 
and Audrey Craighead ’20
The Girls Varsity Lawrenceville 

Crew is a daily escape from campus 
with all of our best friends. Every 
afternoon, we drive 15 minutes 
to the lake and back together: 
singing, dancing, and spilling tea. 
Our team “traditions” of chilly 
boathouse naps, hour-long Irwin 
dinners, and afternoons out on the 
water outdo any other program. 
Some of our most memorable 
moments come from our annual 
spring break trip where we set the 
rhythm for that season and bond 
with our whole team. In addition 
to all the fun, crew is the epitome 
of mind and body connection. Not 
only is the physical work extremely 
demanding, but incredible mental 
strength is crucial for success. 

In order to have a boat reach its 
full potential, each individual has 
to fully commit to completely 
working in usion with her boat 
mates. Girls Crew thereby creates 
a deep set commitment and trust 
between every girl on the team. 
Everyone works hard because of 
everyone’s love and respect for their 
teammates—something much 
bigger than ourselves. 

Girls Varsity Track and Field
Captains: Ashley Warren ’20, 
Carolyn King ’20, and Amy 

Aririguzoh ’20
We did not get the outdoor 

season we had hoped for, but our 
love for this team will remain 
strong. Reminiscing about sunny 
practices on the track together has 
been a welcome escape during this 
stressful time. Despite not having 
meets or a glorious Nomad’s Pizza 
Truck banquet to look forward to, 
many outdoor track athletes have 
continued training and have kept 
in touch through group chats, zoom 
calls, and the new Lawrenceville 

Track & Field Instagram (give us a 
follow- @lvilletrackandfield!). This 
dedication speaks to the passion the 
outdoor track team has for what we 
do. Working out, especially alone, 
requires discipline and motivation, 
two things this team is full of. Our 
captains, and all 12 seniors on the 
team, will miss being a part of Big 
Red Track and Field next year. 
Thank you for so many amazing 
memories that we will never forget!

Boys Varsity Track and Field
Captains: Jakob Kunzer ’20, 
Jack Wragan ’20, and Alex 

Pesendorfer ’20
Missing the outdoor season for 

us was very hard to process. We 
performed very well in the indoor 
track season, winning the MAPL 
championships and coming 2nd 
in the Prep A Championships, so 
we had high hopes and expected to 
win both of those championships 
in outdoor. We were also looking 
forward to going for the three-peat 
in the 4x400 meters in the Penn 
Relays, but it was not meant to be. 

my II Form year, the older girls 
quickly embraced me into the team, 
as we danced across the course or 
sang our lungs out during van rides. 
Though our seasons certainly had 
ups and downs, what remained 
constant for years was our love 
and support for each other, from 
Myrtle Beach preseason trips to 
team dinners at Houlihan’s. I am 
incredibly grateful to have met 
such inspiring, talented, fun-loving, 
and hardworking young women 
on the team throughout my four 
years here.

—Anika
When I think of Lawrenceville’s 

Girls Varsity Golf team, I think of 
a group of girls with strong bonds 
that came in ways I never thought 
would have happened. We always 
start off our season with a trip to 
Myrtle Beach where we spend 
nights talking about everything and 
anything, while during the day we 
pushed ourselves towards a better 
golf game. I’ll forever miss those 
afternoon practices with my girls.

—Jasmine 

We will have a lot of talent missing 
with the departure of this year’s V 
Formers and they will definitely 
be missed.

Boys Varsity Golf
Captains: Jason Wang ’20 
and Gannon Carroll ’20

The most memorable moments 
throughout golf season were always 
the away matches. From the team 
bus rides to the great courses that 
we were fortunate to play on, away 
matches brought the team together 
for good competition and bonding. 
The match play tournament at the 
end of the season was also one of 
the best parts of being on the Boys 
Golf team.

Girls Varsity Golf
Captains: Anika Bagaria ’20 

and Jasmine Zhang ’20
Being a member and leader of 

the Girls Varsity Golf team was 
one of the most memorable and 
rewarding aspects of my time at 
Lawrenceville. Starting with the 
moment I joined the varsity team 

Courtesy of The Lawrenceville School
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Adapting to Life at Lawrenceville Through Sports
Kyle ParK ’23

SPortS aSSociate

Moving to a new school on the 
other side of the world is an exciting 
yet nerve-racking experience. Having 
spent all of my middle school years 
in multiple international schools in 
South Korea, I was thrilled to be at 
Lawrenceville where I knew I’d make 
great relationships––and I certainly 
have. Spending my first few nights 
at Raymond House during soccer 
preseason, thousands of miles away 
from home, was an amalgamation 
of nervousness and anticipation for 
what the first year had in store for me. 

My freshman year was the 
beginning of my Big Red soccer 
and track journey, and sports quickly 
became an integral part of my life 
at Lawrenceville. Reflecting on the 
training sessions, competitions, team 
talks, and bus rides, I can’t help but 
realize how far I’ve gotten to know 
my teammates. I have been blessed 
with the opportunity to foster 
great relationships, especially with 
upperclassmen, teachers, and coaches 
whom I would not have gotten to 
know without sports.

Initially, as the only II Former on the 
Boys Junior Varsity Soccer team, my 
lack of confidence was apparent on the 
training ground; but, through matches 

and continuous bonding, I made some 
of the most memorable experiences 
and friendships on the team. Ever 
since our season opened with my 
debut goal against Germantown 
Academy, I started to feel comfortable 
playing with my teammates and 
found the confidence that I needed 
to prepare for upcoming matches. 
Though we faced a 1-2 loss, the 
first game was imperative 
for all of us to learn more 
about each other’s play 
styles, experiment 
which formations 
work best, and 
find our voices 
on the pitch. 
Throughout 
the season, 
I learned 
invaluable 
lessons on 
leadership, 
teamwork, 
a n d 
s p o r t s m a n s h i p 
from the upperclassmen 
while enjoying the high level of 
competitive sporting events. One of 
the most memorable games was our 
final match on Hill Day where we shut 
out our rivals, three goals to nothing. 
The game was a perfect representation 
of our team’s mindset of winning as 

a team: a collective effort we have 
developed after experiencing ups and 
downs during the season. Needless to 
say, JV soccer in the fall of II Form 
year was essential in adjusting to life at 
Lawrenceville. Sports, I realized, was a 
perfect way for me to find solace and 
comfort after a hectic day at school and 

I found it to be vital in maintaining 
a healthy lifestyle that beneficially 
supplemented the academic frontier 
of my School life. 

Another sport I engaged in during 

my II Form year was indoor track. 
As a distance runner, going on long 
runs during the weekend with the 
team was an amazing opportunity to 
learn more about each other and our 
conversations didn’t stop on the track 
as we brought them to our daily lives. 
Whether it’s talking about school life 
in general, listening to our favorite 

Christmas songs to lighten 
up the mood during 

a cold, muddy run, 
or packing food 
boxes together 
with the team 

o n  M L K 
Day, I have 
understood 
that running 
isn’t merely 
a  s p o r t 
b u t  a 
platform 
allowing 
us to get 
c l o s e r 

with each 
mile we run. The 

back-to-back workouts, night meets 
at Princeton University, and the tempo 
runs in the pouring rain were all 
memorable moments that have made 
our track community meaningful both 
in the athletic and communal sense. 
For me, the supporting atmosphere 

Rania Shah ’23/THE LAWRENCE

Expanding the Season
ethan MarKel ’21

It is exceedingly tough to be a 
tri-varsity athlete at Lawrenceville 
in 2020. While nowadays there are 
certainly students who participate 
on a varsity team in all three seasons, 
they are few and far between. 
Lawrentians, like most teenage 
athletes across the country, usually 
have one main sport of focus. In 
order to be successful, they have 
to specialize in that sport if they 
want an opportunity to play at 
the collegiate level. While the 
Lawrenceville Athletic Department 
does offer athletes the option 
to get an exemption from one 
interscholastic season in order to 
play their sport outside of School 
for an extra season, this option has 
several limitations. 

For one, exemptions are only 
offered for returning varsity athletes. 
Any new student, no matter how 
much experience or skill they 
have in their sport before 
coming to Lawrenceville, 
cannot obtain an exemption, 
making it difficult for them 
to focus on their main sport 
outside of its Lawrenceville 
season. Secondly, there 
are not always great 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o 
p r a c t i c e  a n d 
improve outside 
of Lawrenceville 
f o r  c e r t a i n 
spo r t s . B ig 
Red athletics 
s h o u l d 
s t r o n g l y 
c o n s i d e r 
g i v i n g 
interscholastic 
t e a m s  m o r e 
time to compete 
throughout the year, 
providing them at least two seasons 
of activity, or at least allowing 
teams to have organized practices 
with their coaches outside of their 
conventional seasons. 

Boys Varsity Crew has been one 
Lawrenceville’s most successful 
programs in the past few years. 
Yet Lawrenceville’s success has 
not come from just the spring 

season, for the Big Red Crew puts 
in substantial work in the winter 
offseason as well and the older 
rowers have the opportunity to row 
in the fall. However, the fall program 
is limited primarily to seniors and 
a select number of juniors only 
if seniors do not fill the roster. 
Expanding the fall program to all 
Lawrenceville rowers would have a 
huge impact on Big Red Rowing. 
“Our success in the spring depends 
on the work that people put in in 
the winter,” said Head Coach Ben 
Wright P’10 ’21. The opportunity 
to row year-round 

allows many boarding schools 
in the United Kingdom to be 
extremely successful, earning them 
the reputation for having the best 
prep school rowing programs in 
the world.

Many members of both the Boys 
and Girls Varsity Ice Hockey Teams 
obtain exemptions to play club 

Rania Shah ’23/THE LAWRENCE

Passion for the Team

helen liu ’22
newS aSSociate

Running my hand into the touchpad, 
I spin my head towards the scoreboard, 
gasping for air. I almost had to laugh; 
the time next to my name couldn’t be 
right. I had gained not two, not five, 
but 10 seconds. My teammates were all 
celebrating—after all, we were winning 
by 100 points—but I couldn’t shake 
off the feeling of loss. In each event, I 
had performed poorly compared to my 
personal bests. On the four-hour bus 
ride back, I had to ask myself, “Was 
it worth it?” Was the long drive, cold 
water, and awful races worth joining 
the Lawrenceville swimming team?

Sports-wise, my II Form year 
proved to be a tough transition. 
Before Lawrenceville, I had swam 
competitively on a club team, and 
although the training was agonizing, 
I would always drop time in the few 
meets I would attend. Competition 
day was serious, no-nonsense, and 
completely performance-oriented. 
When I told my club coach that I had 
been accepted into Lawrenceville, he 
had warned me that I would regret 
high school swimming, but I thought 
nothing of it. Lawrenceville seemed 
like different world from my prior 
experience, since, in my eyes, swimmers 
seemed almost irreverent about their 
times. As I sat, huddled in my corner, 
sulking over poor times, I watched 
in utter confusion as my teammates 
jumped and down, cheering for 
swimmers they didn’t even know. 
“What a waste of their legs,” I’d think. 
My frustration only mounted with 
each second gained, with each bad race.

While I had ended the season with 
good times, coming into my III Form 

year, I still seriously reconsidered 
joining the Lawrenceville team. The 
hours spent in the pool just didn’t seem 
proportional to the frustrating times 
I was receiving. I had almost made 
up my mind when I received a phone 
call from an eighth grader who was 
considering swimming in high school. 
Her first concern was one that I had 
asked myself before: “Was it worth 
it?” Despite my earlier convictions, I 
found myself answering yes. I didn’t 
have an explanation until later, and I’m 
sure the poor eighth grader left the call 
more confused than when she began, 
but my gut feeling was yes, the hours 
spent were indeed worth it.

I had previously thought of the sport 
as a numerical balance, a quantitative 
analysis of the gains and losses, the 
profits reaped and the costs accounted 
for, and found Lawrenceville sports 
lacking. What I failed to consider, 
however, was what I couldn’t account 
for. There are a million small moments 
I share with the swim team. Pranks, 
jokes, psyches, dinners, laughing as the 
boys dye their hair an atrocious shade 
of orange, then bleaching my hair the 
very same color; and restricting my 
friend’s overconsumption of Welch’s 
Fruit Snacks. At the time, I couldn’t 
see past my own misery, my personal 
ups and downs, to see the vibrancy of 
the team and the irreplaceable bonds 
I’ve made. 

Too often, swimming is seen as 
a solitary sport, one of individuals 
racing lane by lane, but even in the 
most isolated of sports, Lawrenceville 
creates a sense of community that I’ve 
never encountered in any of my clubs. 
We stand for each other, cheer for 
each other, in a way that is uniquely 
Lawrenceville.  

While I’ll continue to aim for 
those personal bests in Hill’s frigid 
pool, when it comes down to it, 
the number on the scoreboard isn’t 
what determines the quality of 
my experience. I concluded that 
Lawrenceville is a place to strive for 
success, but going through our fleeting 
four years here with the sole objective 
of achievement prevents us from 
appreciating what Lawrenceville is 
truly all about—community. So slow 
down, take a breath, and pause to 
appreciate the moments overlooked. 

Sally Lee ’23/THE LAWRENCE

within the track program was what 
made the sport meaningful and unique 
this year. It’s truly a great feeling to 
run a race when your teammates are 
all cheering for you to hit a personal 
best and when you see your teammates 
succeed. Track, especially the distance 
team, has become a crucial part of 
me both on and off-campus. Despite 
the Covid-19 pandemic and these 
unprecedented times, we continue to 
run, support, grow, and stay connected 
as a team. 

Though I have missed out on this 
spring’s outdoor track season due 
to Covid-19, I am excited to return 
to campus and further develop as a 
member of Big Red athletics for the 
remaining years at Lawrenceville. 
Before I joined the Lawrenceville 
community, my previous athletic 
experiences were oriented in the 
individual: the coaches were solely 
interested in the times of the runners 
and their records, ultimately causing a 
lack of a familial connection between 
the teammates. I have seen for myself 
that Lawrenceville is different; we 
work for the collective result and 
focus on performing as a team. These 
elements have helped me redefine my 
perception of a true Lawrentian as one 
who fosters collaboration, teamwork, 
and prioritizes the group over the 
individual. 

hockey outside of Lawrencevlle 
in the fall. Few members of Boys 
Varsity Ice Hockey actually play 
an interscholastic sport in the fall. 
In addition, the Loucks Ice Center 
is available four times a week for 
all players who want to use it, and 
captains often organize practices 
on Fridays with those who show 
up. With so much hockey in the 
fall, why not allow Boys Varsity 
Ice Hockey Head Coach Keith 
Dupee and Girls Varsity Ice Hockey 
Head Coach Nicole Uliasz to 
become more involved instead of 
only allowing them to just watch 
the action? 

Big Red Track and Field (TF) 
is the only program offered at 
the varsity level for multiple 
seasons. TF athletes have the 
opportunity to run, throw, and 
jump in the winter and spring. 

In addition, many of the long 
distance runners are on the cross 
country team in the fall, further 
building their aerobic capacity and 
endurance. Thus, it is no coincidence 
that Big Red TF has consistently 
been one of Lawrenceville’s most 
successful programs, with athletes 
consistently breaking School 
records because of sustained 
practice throughout the year. 

No doubt, there are complications 
with a  potent ia l  program 
reconstruction to give sports 
multiple seasons or opportunities 
for organized practices outside 
of their respective seasons. For 
instance, the Mid-Atlantic Prep 
League (MAPL) has an agreement 
for schools to not allow organized 

sports outside of their seasons, 
so a change at Lawrenceville 
would require amending the 

MAPL regulations. Nevertheless, 
many Lawrentians feel that our 
teams have more potential but 
cannot develop enough simply 
due to the limited time we have 
in one interscholastic season. 
Allowing teams more than one 
season will give athletes a greater 
sense of fulfillment by being able 
to play their preferred sport more 
and will build a more successful 
Lawrenceville athletics program 
overall. 
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An Investigation of Covid-19 and College Recruiting

Edan BlEchEr ’22
Sports Associate

Over the past several months, 
it seems as though Covid-19 has 
placed its mark on every facet of the 
sports world. More publicly, major 
sports leagues have had their seasons 
canceled, high-profile players have 
been infected with the disease, and 
competitions all around the world 
have been shut down. However, in the 
world of high school sports, and more 
specifically recruiting, it is difficult 
to fully understand what Covid-19 
will mean for athletes looking to 
be recruited for college athletics. 
Different high school sports have 
different timelines and expectations 
for athletes who are hoping to earn 
a spot on a college sports team, so 
Covid-19’s effect on the recruiting 
process is not a “one-size-fits-all” 
scenario. In order to better understand 
how the virus will affect the recruiting 
process for high school students, I 
spoke with a number of different 
athletes from different sports to hear 
about their stories and conversations 
with their coaches. In addition, 
I contacted Director of College 
Counseling Jeffrey Durso-Finley, 
Ed.D. P’13 ’14 ’19 ’22. 

 
Girls Lacrosse

The Girls Lacrosse program 
at Lawrenceville is extremely 
competitive and successful, breeding 
recruited Division I (D-I) athletes year 
after year. According to a U.S. lacrosse 
online survey, individuals begin to 
train at the age of eight and a half, and 
the sheer number of girls who dedicate 
immense efforts to the sport makes the 
recruiting process even more difficult 
and selective. Oftentimes, the process 
of gaining recognition from a school 
begins very early in their athletic 
careers, and can possibly end early as 
well, as schools begin offering spots 
on September 1 of an athlete’s junior 
year. In order to learn more about 
what potential recruits are undergoing 

during Covid-19, I spoke with Libby 
Ford ’21 and Caroline Foster ’21, 
two competitive lacrosse players at 
Lawrenceville. In the wake of their 
main sports season being canceled, 
Ford and Foster are making sure to 
continue training at home in order to 
put themselves in a strong position to 
be recruited. “Since we learned our 
season was canceled in early March, 
I have been working out with a few 
of my teammates at home in sessions 
with Eric Law,” said Ford. “[Law] is 
a professional lacrosse player from 
Denver, Colorado, and he has been 
a family friend [of mine] for a long 
time, so it has been really nice to keep 
playing and training with him.” In 
addition to improving under Coach 
Law and teammates in Colorado, Ford 
has been practicing regularly with her 
“Big Red Lax fam” on Zoom. 

When asked about how Covid-19 
has changed her personal recruiting 
process, Caroline Foster was confident 
in her abilities and her current position 
for recruiting, saying,  “fortunately for 
me, the coaches and schools that I have 
talked to and [that I] am interested in 
[have] enough information to know 
that they will be able to make offers 
on the date that they are allowed to do 
so.” However, Foster does understand 
the implications that a canceled 
season may have on her teammates 
and other lacrosse players trying to 
get recruited. Foster said, “for other 
players, quarantine has totally derailed 
their process and final opportunities to 
get some much-needed exposure. As 
a result, coaches and other people in 
the lacrosse community are pushing 
to have tournaments in late August 
and prioritize our 2021 class this fall 
from a recruiting standpoint.”

Beyond the recruits’ actual play, 
Ford believes that the academic 
performance leading up to this point 
will be a crucial aspect of capturing 
coaches’ attention and support. She 
thinks that “academics are more 
important than ever because coaches 
cannot focus on raw talent now that 

favorable situation, Kim is hoping to 
secure himself a strong position in the 
midst of recruiting next fall. 

In terms of the recruiting process, 
Kim gave valuable insight into how 
the process is changing for football 
players: “From my conversations with 
college coaches, recruiting is starting 
to pick up quicker, especially with 
lots of camps being canceled as a 
result of Covid-19, and the prospect 
of [the] fall season being canceled. 
However, other schools are hoping 
that everything pans out and are 
planning to utilize senior film more 
than they ever have in the past to 
make up for camps. The main thing I 
was told by the coaches was to record 
my workouts and drills and send it to 
them, which would essentially replace 
the aspect of live evaluations at camp.”

Football recruiting relies both on 
statistics and on visual analysis. Due 
to the uncertainties surrounding 
the fall season, the opportunity for 
coaches to watch players is still up 
in the air. But, even with all this 
uncertainty surrounding actual play, 
Kim has been doing all he can in order 
to strengthen his relationships with 
coaches. Kim said, “Considering I’ve 
only had a season of football with 
Lawrenceville... I haven’t had a ton 
of opportunities to talk to coaches in 
person here, and I was looking forward 
to my second season, but for right now 
I believe that texting and calling can 
make up for that.”

 
Boys Crew

Over the past several seasons, the 
Lawrenceville Boys Crew team has 
been one of the most successful and 
competitive teams on campus. In most 
seasons over the past six years, the crew 
team has produced top-notch NCAA 
Division I talents who have risen to 
the college and national rowing stage, 
including Kyle Fram ’16, who was on 
the Columbia University Men’s Crew 
team and the US Rowing Under-23 
National Team, and Thomas Bishoff 
’16, who was on the Yale University 

Men’s Crew team. Although the 
spring season that the crew team 
was looking forward to was canceled, 
many IV Formers still dedicate their 
time to improving their recruitability 
potential. Unlike many other sports, 
crew is a sport where athletes do not 
have to start early in their high school 
careers; consequently, the recruiting 
process begins fairly late.. It also 
ends somewhat quickly compared to 
other sports, as most recruits commit 
to colleges in the fall of their senior 
year. In the class of 2021, a number of 
oarsmen are looking to be recruited 
to top-tier programs. To get further 
insight on their current situation, I 
spoke with Guy Ferrera ’21 to see 
how his experience with the recruiting 
process has been going, and what 
effects Covid-19 has had on it. 

Dissimilar to other high school 
sports, the recruiting process for crew 
relies heavily on objective measures, 
specifically each athlete’s 2000 meter 
ergometer time. When Ferrera was 
asked about this aspect, he stressed 
that because the opportunity for 
college coaches to see him race is 
limited now, those “erg” scores are 
even more important than ever, as the 
now-canceled spring season typically 
marks the high point of high school 
rowing. In addition, the fall season 
could also be in jeopardy, making the 
erg score not the only factor colleges 
have to potentially assess. Ferrrera 
said that both he and the college 
coaches with whom he has been in 
contact are experiencing a high level 
of uncertainty as to where this process 
will head. 

In hopes of remedying these 
uncertainties, Ferrera has been 
solidifying his case both on the erg 
and in the classroom. Over the past 
few months, Ferrera has stayed true to 
the coaches’ training as well as making 
sure his grades are where college 
coaches want. In addition to personal 
improvement, Ferrera also believes 
that strengthening relationships with 
the coaches is extremely important 

no one is actively playing in games 
or tournaments. ACT and SAT 
scores, as well as GPAs from the 
previous term, will be very important 
in getting more attention, because 
having stronger scores and grades is 
the only way [athletes] can truly stand 
out at this point.” Foster also notes 
that maintaining a strong relationship 
with the coaches is a make-or-break 
aspect of the new Covid-19 recruiting 
process, saying, “Now...the frequent 
FaceTimes, Zooms, and texts with 
coaches that help build an off-field 
relationship are even more important. 
Coaches are no longer shopping for 
just skill, as they have narrowed down a 
group that fulfills that criteria already, 
but they are looking for people that 
mesh with their program, their players, 
and especially their culture.”

 
Boys Football

Unlike girls lacrosse, Lawrenceville 
Boys Football has had a bit of a 
rough patch in terms of their win-
loss record the past few seasons. 
Regardless of their performance, 
however, the program still produces 
a solid number of recruits each year. 
Although the 2020 fall football season 
has not been officially canceled as of 
now, serious football players train 
year-round. During a conversation 
with Brandon Kim ’21, who came 
to Lawrenceville last year as a new 
IV Former and football recruit, I 
found out about the unique aspects 
of the football recruiting process in 
regard to Covid-19. Although Kim 
is undergoing a similar process as 
his recruiting peers, he has a slight 
advantage over his teammates and 
competitors, as he lives in South 
Korea. Speaking on this advantage, 
Kim said, “the Covid-19 situation 
[in South Korea] is a lot better 
than before and compared to other 
[countries]... gyms and fields are open, 
so I’ve been working out...and have 
been doing on-field drills. I’ve been 
using this time to get ahead of the 
competition.” By capitalizing on his 
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welcome video
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John Weaver
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An Investigation of Covid-19 and College Recruiting
in the current situation. For Ferrera, 
letting college coaches get to know 
him both as an oarsman and a 
person will put himself in the best 
position possible to get recruited 
over the summer or next fall.

 
College Counseling

Although the athletes have an 
important story to tell about their 
personal recruiting process, it is 
also important to learn from the 
coaches’ side of the experience 
and what they are going through 
during this time.  Co-director of 
the College Counseling Office 
Jeffrey Durso-Finley P’13’14’19 ’22 
has been in constant conversation 
with college admissions teams 
and coaches in order to help 
student-athletes with the recruiting 
process. “The fundamental process 
hasn’t changed,” says Durso-
Finley. “Students still need to 
communicate with a range [in 
schools] of selectivity and strength 

of competition, become identified by 
prospective programs and coaches, 
get evaluated both academically 
and athletically from a coach and 
admissibility perspective, then 
enter the recruiting process as the 
college program determines needs 
and ability to contribute.” However, 
he does think that the performance 
analysis aspect has shifted, saying, 
“What’s changed is the current 
availability of those evaluation 
opportunities. High-level summer 
competitions have been suspended, 
as have tournaments and camps, 
so the opportunity to be seen and 
evaluated has disappeared.” 

Through his conversations with 
college coaches and admissions 
teams, Durso-Finley has learned 
that, as of right now, coaches are 
“holding tight, most likely because 
they have no clarity on what’s to 
come in the next few months.” He 
believes that in the near future, 
various coaches’ actions could differ 

uncertainties of the future, saying 
that “[it’s] unclear how coaches 
will evaluate the subjective sports, 
that’s certain. Some will use video 
performance submissions they 
have in hand, some will make 
assumptions based on the level of 
play their prospects are coming 
from, and others will use predictive 
measures that students will submit, 
such as bench press, first-to-home 
[plate] time, cone drill, physical 
state, etc., much like the combine 
does for the [National Football 
League].” In sports where the 
statistics don’t necessarily indicate 
skill, Durso-Finley relayed that 
“[as] we often say in the college 
counseling office…[It] actually 
doesn’t matter how good you are 
in your sport, what matters is how 
good the coach thinks you are.” 

So, how will college recruiting 
change because of Covid-19? For 
lacrosse, as Ford and Foster stated, 
the recruiting process is nearing the 

end, so coaches already have most, 
if not all, the information they 
need to make decisions. However, 
for football, the uncertainties that 
individuals such as Kim feels are 
extremely valid, as there is no real 
way to know if there will be a fall 
season, a season which would be 
particularly valuable to class of 2021 
recruits. For crew, the process hasn’t 
really changed from is known so 
far, but has been magnified, since 
the lack of a spring or summer 
season means ergometer scores 
will be even more consequential. 
Although uncertainty is prevalent 
for both athletes and coaches, they 
will most likely receive clarity in the 
near future from college admissions 
offices and their administrations. 
As for Lawrenceville athletes who 
are prospective recruits, they are 
continuing to put in hard work 
during these trying times in order 
to put themselves in the best place 
possible for recruiting.

depending on the school and the 
sport, as some may wait until later 
in the summer to wait for potential 
recruiting camps, while others may 
move forward with the information 
they currently have. “Many of those 
decisions will be made in the next 
six to eight weeks, so my expectation 
is there will be much more clarity 
in mid-July.” Durso-Finley said. 
For example, one question that 
admission offices and coaches are 
contemplating is whether or not 
they will be able to admit foreign 
students to their universities as 
normal. A forced decrease in 
recruiting foreign athletes would 
not affect football as much, for 
example, but for international-
heavy sports like crew and tennis, 
it could force coaches to change 
their habits.

For sports that have a more 
subjective recruiting process, such 
as football and lacrosse, Durso-
Finley doubled down on the 


